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ce delivered us From fo great a Death, and Aoi, 
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15 was taken at the ſame time. 
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Here are Tuo Things 
ecidentiy deſigned in 
making this publick 
ey 70 the World. One 
, That GOD may 
= have the Glory, by a 
rr ateful Remembrance, and thank- 
jul Acknowledgment of bis Power 
and Goodneſs, in bis wonderful 
Works to the Children of Men. Fir 
uct” remarkable Inflances are d 
lear Teſtimony to the Superinten- 
rency of ſome Supream Power, and 

{II-wiſe Agent over the Kingdom of 
WF rovidence, who has the 42 G0 
ernment of all ſecondary Cauſes, 
nd gives mexpetted and furprizing 
urns aud. Changes both to. the 
3 | Hearts 
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V To'the READER _ 
Hearts and Affairs of Mankind; 
aud who is therefore ever to be ac- 
 knowledged by us in all our Ways, 

aud worſhipped with a Religious 
Fear and Reverence. | 
The other is, That all Men may 
be led to a ſteady Hope and Truſt in 
that GOD, whoſe Eyes run to and 
fro inthe Earth, beholding the Evil 
and the Good, that he may ſhew 
himſelf ſtrong on the Behalf of thoſe if 
whoſe Hearts are perfect towards 
him; that their Minds being forti- 
fied with the firm Belief of the go« 
 werning Providence of GOD, and 
bis Ability to do more than they can 
askor think, may ſecure them a- 
gainſt running into thoſe irregular: 
Methods to obtain Relief under the /e 
melancholy Proſpect of approaching ue 
Want, to free themſeloes frem any 1; 
' preſent Burdens, or to eſcape am 
threatning Danger, into which thei! 
prevailing, but miſguided Fears may 
be apt to hurry them. 
[ More particularly, that thuſt 
bi whoſe Buſmeſs lies upon the greai 
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Waters, and eſpecially our Fiſhing= 
Tribe (if ever it ſhould be the un- 
happy Portion of any of them to fall 
into the Hands of the Sons of Vio- 
lence, which GOD prevent) may 
tearn from hence, that it 1s ſafer 
truſting GOD, than Man, with the 
Diſpoſal of their Lives; and that 
therefore it will be their wiſeſt 
"Courſe to take up ſober Reſolutions, 

| utterly to refuſe all ſinful Compli- 
's ances with them in their pernicaous: 


60 D has unknown Methods to 
preſence nh af them ; rather 
ar an by willingly aſſociating them> 
hel ſelves with them in their evil Man- 
ing ere, 10 forfeit the Protection of 


an Heaven, and unacoidably ruſh inio 


am 
heir 
may) 


that Miſery and Death which they 
— 4 think to eſcape. 


rative, which has been ſo long doi ſb- 
hoſt e for, has no ſooner appeared, is, 


realy becauſe Mr. Aſhton has veceſſarily 
ters 2 beln 


Practices, let their Threatnings of 
nmediats Death be ever ſo fiercely. 
repeated, ſeeing the Infinitely Miſe 


e great Reaſon why this Nar-. 
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v To the READER. 


conferring with him more than two. 
or three. times, about the remarka- 
and having had no Leiſure himſelf 
to write, I have taken the Minutes 


improved the firſk vacant Hour I 
could to read it over diftinitly to 


was taken at the ſame time with 


K i  oroamop ergy 
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been ſo much abſent, that I have nor 
been able to get the Opportunity of 


te Occurrences he bas met with ; 


of; all from his own Mouth, and af- 
ter I bad put them together, I have 


vim, that he might corrett the Er- 
rors that might ariſe from my miſ- 
underſtanding his Report. Thus 
corrected, be bas ſet his Hand to it 
as his own Hiſtory. =_ 

T have added to it a ſhort Ac- 
count of Mr. Nicholas Merritt, 2 9 


Mr. Aſhton, the Manner of bis E- 
ſcape from the. Pirates, and the 
bard Uſage. he. met with upon it, 
till his Return to. bis own Country, 
which I had from his own Mouth, 
all tending to the ſame End ani 
Purpoſe, © 3 | 
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T would only add, that I have 
too great an Opinion of the Virtue 
of both the Perſons mentioned ( and 
%, Ithink, have all that know them) 
to ſuppoſe they would in the leaſt 
f entertain the World with Fables in · 
) 


JJ i 2 10s 
And if the great Ends heref, 
eW the Glory of GOD, and the God 
I's of Mankind, may be in any meaſure 
% promoted hereby, (which A OD 
grant) I ſhall not think much of the 
Time and Pains I bave taken in 
4 Hriting it. 8 


Marble-Head,. 
Aug. 3. 1721. 
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Or, An Authentick 


ACCOUNT 


The Strange 8 and 
Signal Deliverances 


OF 
Mr. Part, ASTON, jun. 
of Marble- Head. 


1722. after I had been 


IO 25 Schooner Milton, upon 


, 


others I came to fail in Company with 
Nicholas Merritt in a Shallop, and ſtood 
in for IS; deſigning to har- 
bour 
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N 5 — > p 0 N Friday, June 1 "Ine 
out for ſome time in the 


the Fiſhing-Grounds off 
Cape-Sable Shoar, among: 
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10 ' ASHTON's Memorial... 
bour there till the Sabbath was over, 
where we arriv'd about 4 o'Clock in the 
Afternoon. When we came into the 
Harbour, where ſeveral of our Fiſhing- 
Veſſels had arriv'd before us, we ſpy d 
among them a Brigantine, which we 
ſuppos'd to have been an inward- bound 
Veſſel from the Jeſt Indies, and had no 
Apprehenſions of any Danger from 
her; but by that time we had been at 
Anchor two or three Hours, a Boat 
ſrom the Brigantine, with four Hands, 
came along-ſide of us, and the Men | 
jump'd in upon our Deck, without our: | 
ſuſpecting any thing but that they were 
Friends come on board to viſit, or in- 
quire what News ; till they drew their 
Curtlaſſes and, Piſtols from under their 
Cloaths, and cock d the one, and bran». 
diſh'd the other, and began to curſe 
and ſwear at us, and demanded a Sur- 
render of our ſelves and Veſſel to them. 
It was too late for us to rectify our 
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N Miſtake, and think of freeing our ſelves. 
Lf from their Power : For however we- 
4 might have been able (being five of us. 


and a Boy) to have kept them at a Di- 
ſtance, had we known who they were 
before they had boarded us; yet now 
we had our Arms to ſeek, and beingun. 
Bo Capacity to make any Reſiſtance, 
To's were 
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 AsHTON's Memorial. 11 
were neceſſitated to ſubmit our ſelves to 
their Will and Pleaſure. In this man- 
ner they ſurprized Nicholas Merritt and 
twelve or thirteen other Fiſhing- Veſlels 

this Evening. Oy OS en ns 

When the Boat went off from our 
Veſſel, they carried me on board the 
Brigantine, and who ſhould it prove 
but the infamous Ned Lou the Pirate, 
a with about 42 Hands, 2 Great Guns, 
and 4 Swivel-Guns. You may eaſily 
| imagine how I look'd and felt, when, 
® too late to prevent it, I found my ſelf 
fallen into the Hands of ſuch a mad, 
roaring, miſchievous Crew; yet I hop'd 
that they would 'not force me. away 
with them, and I purpoſed to endure 
any Hardſhip among them patiently, 

rather than turn Pirate with them. 
| Tow preſently ſent for me Aft, and 
according to the Pirates uſual Cuſtom, 
and in their proper Diale&, asked me, 
"If uould fign their Articles, and go along 
with them, I told him, No; I could 
by no means conſent to go with them; 
I ſhould be glad if he would give me 
muy Liberty, and put me on board any 
Veſlel, or ſet me on Shoar there. For 
indeed my Diſlike of their Company 
and Actions, my Concern for my Pa- 
rents, and my Fears of being found in- 
| {ach 
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i 12 AsnToON's Memorial. 
i ſuch bad Company, made me dread the 
- Thoughts of being carried away by 


them; ſo that I had not the leaſt Incli- | 
nation to continue with them. = 
Upon' my utter Refuſal to join and 


| go with them, I was thruſt down into 
1 the Hold, which I found to be a ſafe 
bl Retreat for me ſeveral times afterward. 
b By that time I had been in the Hold a 
„ few Hours, they had compleated the 
| taking the ſeveral Veſſels that were in 


the Harbour, and the examining of the 
Men; and the next Day I was fetched 
up with ſome others that were there, 


| „ about 30 or 40 of us were put on 
[it board a Schooner belonging to Mr. Orn 
"3 of Marble- Head, which the Pirates made 
= uſe of 'for a ſort of Priſon upon the 
= preſent Occaſion, where we were all 


confin'd unarm'd, with an armed Guard 
over us, till the Saltar's Pleaſure ſhould 
be further knows: 88 
The. next Lord's Day about Noon, 
one of the Quarter-Maſters, Joh Ruſſel 
by Name, came on board the Schooner, 
and took fix of us, Nicholas Merritt, 
Joſeph Libbie, Lawrence Fabins, and my 
{el}, all of Marble-Head (the eldeſt of us, 
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I if I miſtake not, under 21 Years of Age) 
1 with two others, and carried us on 


$15 board the Brigantine, where we were 
| . called 
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called upon the Quarter-Deck, and Low 


came up to us with Piſtol in hand, and 
with a full Mouth demanded, Are any 
of you married Men? This ſhort and un- 
expected Queſtion, and the Sight of the 
Piſtol, ſtruck us all dumb, and not a 
Man of us dared to ſpeak a Word, for 
fear there ſhould have been a. Deſign in 


it, which we were not able to ſee thro”. 


Our Silence kindled our new Maſter 


into a Flame, who could not bear it 


that ſo many beardleſs Boys ſhould de- 


ny him an Anſwer to ſo plain a Que- 
ſtion; and therefore, in a Rage, he 


cock d his Piſtol, and clapt it to my 
Head, and cried out, You D-g ! why don't 


Jou anſwer me? and ſwore vehemently, 
he would ſhoot me thro' the Head if I 
did not tell him immediately whether I 
was married or no. 5 
= TI was ſufficiently frightned at the 
& Fierceneſs of the Man, and the Bold- 


neſs of his 'Threatning, but rather than 


| loſe my Life, for fo trifling a Matter, I 


even ventur'd at length to tell him, I 
was not married, (as loud as I dar'd to 
ſpeak it;) and fo faid the reſt of my 
Companions. Upon this he ſeemed 
ſomething pacified, and turned away 
from =—_— - 


| It 
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I ſrenjs his Deſign was to take ns 


married Man away with him, how young 
ſoever he might be, which I often won- 


der'd at, till after I had been with him 
1, 22 conſiderable Time, and could ob- 


rve in him an Uneaſineſs in the Senti- 


ments of his Mind, and the Workings 
of his Paſſions towards a young Child 


he had at Boſton (his Wife being dead, 


as I learned, ſome ſmall Time before 
he turned Pirate) which (upon every | 
lucid Interval from Revelling and Drink) 


he would expreſs a great Tenderneſs 
for, inſomuch that I have ſeen him ſit 


down and weep plentifully upon the 
mentioning of it; and then I concluded, 

that probably the Reaſon of his taking 

none but ſingle Men was, that he might 


have none with him under the Influence 


of ſuch powerful AttraGives as a Wiſe 


and Children, leſt they ſhould grow un- 
eaſy i in his Service, and have an Incli- 
nation to deſert him, and retutn home 


2 for the Sake of their Families. 


Lo preſently came up to us again, 
and asked the old Queſtion, Whether 
we would ſign their Articles, and go a- 
long with them? We all told him no; 
we could not; ſo we were diſmiſſed. 
But within a little while we were call'd 


to him ſingly, and then it was demanded 
e 
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of me, with Sternneſs and Threats, whe- 


ther I would join with them? I till per- 
ſiſted in the Denial, which (thro' the 


Aſſiſtance of Heaven) I was reſolved to 


ſtood, all my fix Companions, who were 


called in their Turns, ſtill refuſed to go 


Then I was led down into the Steer- 


age, by one of the Quarter-Maſters, 


and there I was aſſaulted with Tempta- 


tions of another kind, in hopes to win 
me over to become one of them; a num- 
5 ] 3 . 

ber of em got about me, and, inſtead 


of Hiſſing, ſhook their Rattles, and 
treated me with abundance of Reſpe& 


| and Kindneſs in their Way; they did 
all they could to ſooth my Sorrows, and 
| fet before me the ſtrong Allurement of 
the vaſt Riches they ſhovld gain, and 
what mighty Men they deſigned to be, 
and would fain have me to join with *em 
and ſhare in their Spoils; and to make 
| all go down the more glib, they greatly 


importuned me to drink with them, not 
doubting but this Wile would ſufficient= 
ly entangle me, and ſo they ſhould pre- 


vail with me to do that in my Cups, 


which they perceived they could nor 
bring me to while I was ſober ; but all 


their fair and plauſible Carriage, their 


B 2 proffer- 
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proffered Kindneſs, and airy Notionsof 


Riches, had not the Effect upon me which 
they deſired; and J had no Inclination 
to drown my Sorraws with my Senſes in 


their inebriating Bowls, and fo refuſed 
their Drink as well as their Propofals. 


After this, I was brought upon Deck 


again, and Low came up to me with his | 


Piſtol cock'd, and clapt it to my Head, 


and ſaid to me, Tou D-g you if you will | 
not ſign our Articles, and go along with me, | 
| I'll ſhoot you thro the Head; and uttered 


his Threats with his utmoſt Fiercenefs, 


and with the uſual Flaſhes of Swearing 8 


and Curſing. I told him, That I was in 


his Hands, and he might do with me what | 
he pleaſed, but I could not be willing to go 
with him; and then I earneſtly begg d || 
of him, with many Tears, and uſed all 
the Arguments I could think of to per- 
ſwade him not to carry me away; but 
he was deaf to my Cries, and unmoved 


by all I could ſay to him, and told me, 
J was an impudent D-g, and ſwore, I 


Hould go with him whether I would or no. 
| So I found all my Cries and Entrearties | 


were in vain, and there was no Help for 


it, go with them I muſt, and, as I un- 


derſtood, they ſet mine and my Townl- 
mens Names down in their Book, tho 


againſt our Conſent, And I deſire to 
Hs mention 


al 


ee 


2922 — P a Red — ͤ - 2 OF LAID 


AsHToON's Memorial. 17 
e | mention it with due Acknowledgments 
do God, who withheld me, chat neither 
| | their Promiſes, nor their Threatnings, 
nor Blows, could move me to a Willing- 
i | neſs to join with them in their pernici- 
ous Ways. 8 ; 
K Upon Tueſday, June 19, they changed 
89 their Veſſel, and took for their Priya- 
| teer (as they call d it) a Schooner be- 
7 | longing to Mr. Joſeph Dolliber of Mar- 
, ie-Head, being new, clean, and a good 
Sailer, and ſhipped all their Hands on 


7 board her, and put the Priſoners (ſuch - 
2 as they deſigned to ſend home) on boar d 0 
the Brigantine, with one ———— ho 
a: was her Maſter, and ordered them for 
go Boſton. = | 3 


When I ſaw the Captives were likely 
to be ſent home, Ithought I would make: 
one Attempt more to obtain my Free- 


T- | a | ree- 
ut dom, and accordingly Nicholas Merritt, 


vith me to Low, and we fell upon our 


2 | Knees, and with the utmoſt Importunity; 
=o, | beſought him to-let us go home in the 
jes I Brigantine, among the reſt of the Cap-- 
for tives; but he immediately called for his - 


Piſtols, and told us: we ſhould- not go, 


ed to ſtir, he would ſhoot us down 
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18 AsnTon's Memorial. 3 
Thus all Attempts to be delivered out 
of the Hands of unreaſonable Men, (if 
they may be called Men) were hitherto 
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i unſucceſsful, and I had the melancholy 
N Proſpect of ſeeing the Brigantine ſail a- 
| way with the moſt of us that were taken 
i at Port-Roſſaway, but my ſelf, and three 
1 Townſmen mentioned, and four e ef 


Shoal Men, detained on board the 
Schooner, in the worſt of Captivity, 
without any prefent Likelihood of eſca- 

ing. ES „ 
4 Kod yet before the Brigantine ſailed, | 
an Opportunity preſented, that gave 
1 me ſome Hopes that I might get away 


from them; for ſome of Lou's People, 
3 who had been on Shoar at Port- Roſſauq 
4 to get Water, had left a Dog belong- 


1 ing to him behind them; and Lou ob- 
# + ſerving the Dog a- ſhoar, howling toi 
00 


4 come off, order d ſome Hands to take 
It! the Boar and fetch him. Two young 
| Men, John Holman, and Benjamin A- 
Ton, both of Marble-Head, readily jump! 
/' - into the Boat, and I, (who pretty wel 
0 knew their Inclination to be rid of ſuch 


Company, and was exceedingly deſirous 
my ſelf to be freed from my preſent 
Station, and thought if. I could but 
once ſet foot on Shoar, they ſhould 
have good Luck to get me on 2 
gain 
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AsHTON's Memorial. rg 
gain) was getting over the Side into the 
Boat; but Quarter-Maſter Nuſſel ſpy d. 
me, and caught hold on my Shoulder, 
and drew me in board, and with a Curſe 
told me, Two was enough; I ſhould 


not go. The two young Men had more 


Senſe and Virtue: than to come off to 
them again, ſo that after ſome- time of 
waiting, they found they were deprived 


of their Men, their Boat, and their 
Dog; and they could not go after them. 


When they ſaw what a Trick was 


play'd them, the Quarter-Maſter came 
up to me curſing and ſwearing, that I 


knew of their Deſign to run away, and 


intended to have been one of them; (but 
tho'it would have been an unſpeakable. 


Pleaſure to me to have been with them, 


yet) Iwas forced to tell him, Iknewnot of 
their Deſign ; and indeed I did not, 


tho' I had good Reaſon to ſuſpe& what 


would be the Event of their going. This 
did not pacify the Quarter-Maſter, who 
with outragious Curſing and Swearing . 

clapt his Piſtol to my Head, and ſnap'd 

It, but it miſs'd Fire. This enraged 
him the more, and he repeated the ſnap- 
ping of his Piſtol at my Head three 


times, and it as often miſs'd Fire; upon 
which he held-it over- board, and ſnap'd 


it the fourth time, and then it went off 


very 


— 
— Te 


very readily. (Thus did God merci - 


upon me with it, but Lleap'd down in- 


Thus, cho GOD ſuffer d me not to gain 
my wiſh d - for Freedom, yet he won- 


and Fiſhing - Veſſels were now upon 
their Way homeward, the Boat was a- 


I could ſee no poſſible Way of Eſcape ; 


Lad, not twenty Years old, carried for- 
cibly from my Parents, (whom LI had 
ſo much Reaſon to value for the Ten- 


whom, my being among Pirates, would 
be as a Sword in their Bowels, and the 
 Anguiſhes of Death to them) confined- 


Danger of being poiſoned in my Morals, 
by living among them, and of falling a 
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fully quench the Violence of the Fire 


that was meant to deftroy me!) The 
(Warter-Maſter, upon this, in the ute 


A 


moſt Fury, drew his Cutlaſh, and fell 


hn, EP FF 


to the Hold, and got among a Crowd 
that was there, and {o eſcaped the fur- 
ther Effects of his Madneſs and Rage, 


derfully preſery'd me from Death. 
All Hopes of obtaining Deliverance 
were no paſt and gone, the Brigantine 


ſhore, and not likely to come aff again; 


and who can expreſs the Concern and 
Agony I was in, to ſee my ſelf, a young 


reds ic. fol o,ck 6». aa _” x Grd 
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derneſs I knew they had for me.- and to 


to ſuch Company as I could not but have 
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Sacrifice: 


* 
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taken with them. I had no way left 
for my Comfort, but earneſtly to com- 


wait upon him for Deliverance in his 
own Time and Way; and in the mean 
while firmly to reſolve, through Divine 
Aſſiſtance, that nothing ſhould ever 
bring me to a Willingneſs to join with 
them, or ſhare in their Spoils. 

1 ſoon found, that any Death was 
| preferable to being link d with ſuch a 
vile Crew of Miſcreants, to whom it 


digious Drinking, monſtrous Curſing 
and Swearing, hideous Blaſphemies, 


a open Defiance of Heaven, and 


3 

d. Contempt of Hell it felf, was the con- 
> ſtant Employment, unleſs when Sleep 
8 ſomething abated the Noiſe and Revel- 
4. lings. . 


| Thus confined, the beſt Courſe 1 


„could take was to keep out of the Way 
4 down in the Hold, or wherever I could 

be moſt free from their perpetual Din; 
4 and fixedly purpoſe with my ſelf, that 
the firſt time I had an Opportunity to 
us ſet my Foot on Shore, let it be in what 

Part of the World it would, it ſhould 


: prove (if | poſſible) my raking a final 
= Leave of Low and Company. 2:1 


Sacrifice to Juſtice, if ever I ſhould be 


mit my felf and my Cauſe to God, and 
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as often as I denied them; the Fury off 


of Examination would prove the laſt of 


them, that it was one of their Ar ticles, 


den' d me afterwards, ſo that I was not | 
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and Company came to ſail in the Schoo- 


Fancy, and made off for Newfoundland; 
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I wonld remark it now alſo. (that I 
might not interrupt the Story with it 
afterwards) that while I was on board 
Low, they uſed once a Week or Fart- 
night, as the Evil Spirit moved them, 
to bring me under Examination, and i 
anew demand my ſigning their Articles, IM. 
and joining with them; but (blefled be 
God) I was enabled to perſift in a con- 
ſtant Refuſal ro become one of them, 
tho' I was thraſh'd with Sword or Cane] 


jumping down into the Hold, where for 
a while I was ſafe. I looked upon my 
felf for a long while but as a dead Man 


among them, and expected every Day 
my Life, till I learned from ſome of 


. 
3 


Not to draw Blood, or take away the 


Life of any Man, after they had given . 
bim Quarter, unleſs. he was to be pu- 


piſhed as a Criminal; and this embol- 
fo much afraid: to deny them, freeing] 
my Life was given me for a Prey. | 

This Tueſday, towards Evening, Low | 
ner formerly called the Mary, now the 


and 


Asnrox'g Memorial. 23 


them. They fell in with the Mouth 


F of St. John's Harbour in a Fog before 
1d (hey knew where they were, when the 
eg clearing up a little, they ſpy'd a 
de Marge Ship riding at Anchor in the Har- 


pour, but could not diſcern what ſhe 
as by reafon of the Thickneſs of the 


fr rader ; this they look'd upon as a 


or {ould be wonderfully well accommoda- 


ed with a good Ship under Foot, and 


Whey need not fear being taken. 


Pon to go in and take her; and ima- 
ining it was beſt doing it by Strata- 


= lands bur fix or ſeven down in the 
ag old, and make a Shew as if they were 


Fiſhing-Veſſel, and fo run up along- 
Ide of her, and ſurprize her, and bring 
er off; and great was their Joy at the 
„etch her. They began to put their 


Hands, 


and here they met with fuch an Adven- 
ure as had like to have proved fatal to 
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ir, and concluded the was a Fiſh- 


oon Prize for them, and thought they 
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: - - f 8 : 1 aca 


f ſhe proved but a good Sailer, would 
Wreatly further their roving Deſigns, 
Ind render them a Match for almoſt 
Iny thing they could meet with, ſo that 


W Accordingly they came to a Reſolu- 


em, they concluded to put all their 


liſtant Profpect how cleverly they ſhould 


Deſigns in Execution, ſtow'd away their 
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miſing Deſign of having a good Ship al 
Command; and, left they ſhould catci 


could; and "accordingly they ſtretched 
away farther Eaſtward, and put into ih 
ſmall Harbour call'd Carboneur, abou 


ple, as they told me, for I was not ſuf 


Grand Bank, where Ja took ſeven 0! 
eight Veſſels, and among them a Fw 
Banker, a Ship of about 350 'Tons and 


Hands, leaving but a few upon Deck, 
and made Sail in order to ſeize the Prey; 
when there comes along a ſmall Fiſher- 
Boat from out the Harbour, and hail'd 
them, and ask'd them from whence they 
were; they told them, from Barbadves, 
and were laden with Rhum and Sugar. 


Then they ask'd the Fiſherman what| 


large Ship that was in the Harbour; 
who told them it was a large Man ol 
War. 

The very Name of a Man of Wat 
ſtruck them all up in a Heap, ſpoiled 
their Mirth, their fair Hopes, and pro 


a Tartar, they thought it their wiſe 
and ſafeſt Way, inftead of going g inn 
the Harbour, to be gone as faſt as the 


15 Leagues Diſtance; where they went 
on Shoar, took the Place, and deftroyed 
the Houſes, but hurt none of the Peof 


ered to go aſhoar with them. 
The next Day they made off for the 


- a . Ac: ada; . et Zo 


2 Guns 
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2 Guns; this they carried off with 
them, and ſtood away for St. Michael's. 
Off of St. Michael's they took a large 
| Portugueze Pink, laden with Wheat, 
coming out of the Road, which I was 
told was formerly called the Roſe Figat. 
She ſtruck to the Schooner, fearing the 
large Ship that was coming down to 
them; tho all Low's Force had been no 
Match for her, if the Portuguexe had 
made a good Reſiſtance. This Pink they 
ſoon obſerv'd to be a much better Sailer 
than their French Banker, which went 
Jheavily; and therefore they threw the 
greateſ Part of the Wheat over-board, 
reſerving only enough to ballaſt the 
Veſſel for the preſent, and took what 
they wanted out of the Banker, and 
then burnt her, and ſent moſt of the 
Port ugue xe away in a large Lanch they 
TOW) - REFEREE Lu 
3 : Now ; they made i the Pink, which | 
mounted 14 Guns, their Commodore, 
and with. this. and the Schooner ſailed 
from St. MichaePs to the Canaries, where 
off of Teneriff, they gave Chace to a 
Sloop, which got under the Command 
of the Fortress, and ſo eſcaped falling 
into their Hands; bur ftretching along 
to the Weſtern End of the Iſland, they 
came up with a Fiſhing-Boat, and be- 
— 5 iro 


lot them into a ſmall Harbour, where 
they went a-ſhore and got a Supply. 


Sloop wronged both the Pink and the 
Schooner; which the Hands on board 


her, and then the Pink, and here they 


to ballaſt the Pink with, to the Portu- 


here, as I was told, ſeven or eight Hands 
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ing in Want of Water, made them pi- 


After they had watered, they ſailed 
away for Cape de Verde Iſlands, and up- 
on making the Iſle of May, they deſcry d 
a Sloop, which they took, and it pro- 
ved to be a Briſtol-Man, one Pare or 
Pier, Maſter ; this Sloop they deſigned} 
for a Tender, and put on board her my 
Kinſman Nicholas Merritt, with eight 
or nine Hands more, and failed away 
for Bonaviſta, with a Deſign to careen | 
their Veſlels. STII. | | 4 1 
In their Paſſage to Bonaviſta, the 


obſerving, being moſtly forced Men, 
or ſuch as were weary of their Employ- MW 
ment, upon the fifth of September ran a- 
way with her, and made their Eſcape. 

When they came to Bonaviſta, they 
hove down the Schooner, and careen'd 


gave the Wheat, which they had kept 
gueze, and took other Ballaſt. WT 
After they had clean'd and fitted 


their Veſſels, they ſteered away for Si. 2 
Nicholas, to get better Water; and 


out 
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gut of the Pink went aſnore a Fowling, 
hut never came off more, among which 
ſuppoſe Laurence Fubins was one; and 
what became of them, I could never 
ear to this Day. Then they pur out 
to Sea, and ſtood away for the Coaſt of 
Prafil, hoping to meet with richer Pri- 


Wes than they had yet taker» In the 
ed daſſage thither, they made a Ship, which 
m1 ey gave Chace to, but could not eome 
ant Wop with; and when they came upon 
dee Coaſt, it had like to have proved a 


1 ad Coaſt to them; for the Trade-Winds 
Wlowing exceeding hard at South Eaft, 


the Hey fell in upon the northern Part of 
M We Coaſt, near 200 Leagues to the Lee- 
TIC Bard of where they deſigned; and here 
en Be were all in exceeding great Danger, 
Ind for five Days and Nights together 
* ourly feared when we ſhould be ſwal- 
„oed up by the Violence of the Wind 
0 Ind Sea, or ſtranded upon ſome of the 


hoals, that lay many Leagues off from 
and. In this Time of Extremity, the 
oor Wretches had no where to go for 
elp, for they were at open Defiance 
ith their Maker, and they could have 
ut little Comfort in the Thoughts of 
Weir Agreement with Hell; ſuch migh- 
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we Hectors as they were in a clear Sky | 
= nd a fair Gale, yet a fierce Wind and li 
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cowardly De jection, and they evident. 
ly feared the Almighty, whom before 


Curſing and Swearing, that the diſmal 


guiſn of their Minds, viſible in thei 
Countenances, and like Men amazed 


was over, and they had recovered theiſ 
Spirits, by the Help of a little Nautal 


gain, and it had like to have proved 


fatal Scouring to them. 


{ 


a boiſterous Sea ſunk their Spirits tos 


they defied, left He was come to tor 
ment them before their expected Time 
And tho' they were ſo habituated ty 


l 
Proſpect of Death, and this of ſo long 
Continuance, could not correct the Lan 
guage of moſt of them, yet you mighl 
plainly ſee the inward Horror and Anf 


1 


1 


or ſtarting out of Sleep in a Fright, 
could hear them every now and the 
cry out, Oh! Twiſh I were at Home! 

When the Fierceneſs of the Weathef 


they bore away to the Meſt-Indies, an 
made the three Iſlands call'd the Trial 
gles, lying off the Main about 40 League 
to the Eaſtward of Surinam. Here thei 
went in and careened their Veſlels 1 


For as they hove down the Pink, In 
had ordered ſo many Hands upon tit 
Shrowds and Yards, to throw her Bot 
tom out of Water, that it threw he 
Ports, which were open, under Water 

ö a 
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and the Water. flowd in with ſuch 
Freedom that it preſently overſet her. 
Low and the Doctor were in the Ca- 
bin together, and as ſoon as he per- 
ceived the Water to guſh in up- 
on him, he bolted out at one of the 
tern-Ports, which the Doctor alſo at- 
Wempted, but the Sea ruſhed ſo violent- 
Wy into the Port by that time, as to 
force him back into the Cabin, upon 

hich Low nimbly run his Arm into 
he Port, and caught hold of his Shoul- 
er, and drew him out, and ſo ſaved 
im. The Veſſel pitched her Maſts to 
Whe Ground, in about 6 Fathom Water, 
Ind turn'd her Keel out of Water; but 
ber Hull fill'd, it ſunk, and by the 
lep of her. Yard-Arms, which I ſup- 
ole bore upon the Ground, her Maſts 
Were raiſed ſomething out of Water; the 
alen that were upon her Shrowds and 
eds got upon her Hull, when that was 
ppermoſt, and then upon her Top: Maſts 
Ind Shrowds, when they were raiſed a- 
ain. I (who with other light. Lads- 
Were ſent up to the Main-Top-Gallant 
ard) was very difficultly. put to it to- 
ave my Life, being but a poor Swim 
r Beier; for the Boat which, pick d the 
w heilen up refuſed to take me in, and I. 
Vateiſſpas pur upon making the beſt of my» 

an, +... wa q. 
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way to the Buoy, which with much a= 
do I recovered, and it being large, I 
 Rayed my ſelf by it, till the Boat came 
along cloſe by it, and then I called to 
'em to take me in; but they being full 
of Men, ſtill refuſed me; and I did not 
know but they meant to leave me to 
periſh: there; but the Boat making way 
a- head very ſlowly, becauſe of her deep 
Load, and Joſeph Libbie calling to me 
to put off from the Buoy and ſwim to 
them, I cen ventur'd it, and he took 
me by the Hand and drew me on board. 
They loſt two Men by this Accident, 
| wiz, John Bel, and one they called 
Zana Gourdon. The Men that were on 
board the Schooner were buſy a mend 
ing the Sails, under an Auning, ſo they 
knew nothing of what had happened to 
the Pink, till the Boat full of Men came 
along-ſide of em, (tho they were but 
about Gun - ſhot off, and we made 2 
great Out-cry,) and therefore they ſent 
not their Boat to help take up the 
. 1 
And now Low and his Gang havingſ 
lot their Frigate, and with her the 
greateſt part of their Proviſion and Wa 
ter, were again reduced to their Schoo- 
ner, as their only Privateer, and in her 
they put to Sea, and were brought te 
9 . ver) 
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x very great Straights for want of Wa- 
I ter; for they could not get a Supply at 
ne the Triangles, and when they hoped to 


to furniſh themſelves at Tabago, the Cur- 
ull rent ſer fo ſtrong, and the Seaſon was 
ot fo calm, that they could not recover 
to the Harbour, ſo they were forced to 
ay Ml ſtand away for Grand Grenada, a French 
ep Iſland about 18 Leagues to the Weſt- 
me ward: of Tabago, which they gained, af- 
toll ter they had been at the Hardſhip of 
ok} 


| half a Pint of Water a Man for ſixteen. 

Days together. . 

Here the French came on board, and 
Low having put all his Men down, but 
W 2 ſufficient Number to ſail the Veſlel; 
told them upon their Enquiry whence 
he was, that he was come from Barba= 
does, and had loſt his Water, and was 
obliged to put in for a Recruit. The 
poor People not ſuſpecting him for a 
e 2 Pirate, readily ſuffered him to ſend his 
Men aſhoar, and fetch off a Supply. 
But the Fenchmen afterwards imagining 
he was a Smugling Trader, thought to 


ring have made a Boon Prize of him, and 
the the next Day fitted out a large Rhode- 
Wa- {fand built Sloop of 70 Tons, with 4 
100, Guns mounted; and about 30 Hands, 


with Deſign to have: taken him. Low 
was apprehenſive of no Danger from 
them, 
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them, till they came cloſe along ſide of 


him, and plainly, diſcovered their De- 
ſign by their Number and Actions, and 


then he galled yp his Hands upon Deck, 
and having about 90 Hands on board, 
and 8 Guns mounted, the Sloop and 


| Frenchmen fell an eaſy Prey to him, and 


he made a Privateer of her. 
After this they cruiſed for ſome time 
thro the Nieſt Indies, in which Excurſion 
they took 7 or 8 Sail of Veſſels, chiefly 


Sloops; at length they came to Santa 


Crux, where they took two Slogps more, 


and then came to Anchor off the Iſland. 


While they lay at Anchor here, it 
game into Low's Head, that he wanted 3 
Doctor's Cheſt, and in order to procure Wh 
one, be put four of the Frenchmen. on 
board one of the Sloops which he had 


juſt now taken, and ſent them away co 
St. Thomas's (about 12 Leagues off, where 
the Sloops belonged) with the Promiſe, 
that if they would preſent * end him 


off a good Doctor's Cheſt for what he 
ſent to purchaſe it with, they ſhould 
have their Men and Veſſels again, but 
if not, he would kill all the Men and 
burn the Veſſels. The poor People, in 
Compaſſion to their Neighbours, and 
to preſerve their Intereſt, readily com- 
plied with his Demands; Jo that in 115 
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tle more than 24 Hours the four Fench- 
men returned with what they went for, 
and then, according. to Promiſe, they 
and their Sloops were diſmiſs'd. 

From Santa Crux they ſailed till they 
made Curacao, in which Paſſage they gave 
Chace to two Sloops that out - ſailed 
them and got clear; then they ranged 
the Coaſt of New- Spain, and made Car- 
thagena, and about mid-way between 
Cart hagena and Port-Abella, they deſory'd 


two tall Ships, which proved to be the 


Mermaid Man of War, and a large 


| 3 Guinea-Man. Low was now in the Rhode 


Nand Sloop, and one Farrington Spriggs, 


Ja Quarter-Maſter, was Commander of. 
che Schooner where I ftill was. For 


ſome time they made Sail after the two 


ad Ships, till they came fo near that they 
o could plainly ſee the Man of War's 
re large Range of Teeth, and then they 
turned Tail to, and made the beſt of 


their Way from them; upon which the 


Man of War gave them Chace, and 


overhaled them apace. And now I 
confeſs I was in as great Terror as ever 
I had been yet, for I concluded we 
mould be taken, and J could expect no 


other but to die for Company's ſake; 


lo true is what Solomon tells ns, a Com- 


| anion of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed, But the 


Pirates 
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1 Pirates finding the Man of War to over 
tl hlale them, ſeparated, and Low ſtood 
Uh out to Sea, and Spriggs ſtood in for the 
M8 Shoar. The Man of War obſerving 
Wh the Sloop to be the larger Veſſel much, 
1 and fulleſt ot Men, threw out all the 
. Sail ſne could, and ftood after her, and 
was in a fair way of coming up with 
her preſently; but it happen'd there 
was one Man on board the Sloop that 
knew of a Shoal-Ground thereabouts, 
who directed Low to run over it; he 
did fo, and the Man of War, (who 
had now fo fore-reached him as to fling 
a ſhot over him) in the cloſe Purſuit, ran 
a-ground upon the Shoal, and ſo Low 
and Company eſcaped hanging for this 

Time. N . 
Spriggs, who was in the Schooner, 
when he ſaw the Danger they were in 
of being taken, upon the Man of War's 
out- ſailing them, was afraid of falling 
into the Hands of Juſtice; to prevent 
which, he, and one of his chief Compani- 
ons, took their Piſtols, and laid them down 
by them, and folemnly ſwore to each 
other, and pledg'd the Oath in a Bums 
per of Liquor, that if they ſaw there 
was at laſt no Poſſibility of eſcaping, 
but that they ſhould be taken, they 
would ſet Foot to Foot and ſhoot one 
. another, 
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another, to eſcape Juſtice and the Hal- 
ter. As if Divine juſtice were not as 

inexorable as human! . 
But, as I ſaid, he ſtood in for the 
Shoar, and made into Pickeroon Bay, a- 
bout 18 Leagues from Carthagena, and 
ſo got out of the Reach of Danger. By 
this Means the Sloop and Schooner were 
parted, and Spriggs made ſail towards 
the Bay of Honduras, and came to An- 
chor in a ſmall Iſland called Utila, a- 
bout 7 or 8 Leagues to Leeward of Roa- 
tan, where (by the Help of a ſmall 
Sloop he had taken the Day before) 
he haled down, and cleaned the Schoo- 
ner. „ os A ENT TOTS. 
While Spriggs lay at Utilla, there was 
an Opportunity preſented, which gave 
Occaſion to ſeveral of us to form 4 
Deſign of making our Eſcape out of the 
Pirates Company; for having loſt Lou, 
and being but weak handed, Spriggs 
had determined to go thro' the Gulf, 
and come upon the Coaſt of New-Eng- 
land, to encreaſe his Company, and 
ſupply himſelf with Proviſion ; where» 
upon a Number of us had enter'd in- 
to a Combination to take the firſt fair 
Advantage to ſubdue our Maſters, and 
free our ſelves. There were in all a- 
bout 22 Men on board the Schooner, 
and 
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and 8 of us were in the Plot, which 


was, That when we ſhould come upon 


the Coaſt of New-England, we would 
take the Opportunity, when the Crew 
had ſufficiently dozed themſelves with 
Drink, and had got ſound aſleep, to 
ſecure them under the Hatches, and 
bring the Veſſel and Company in, and 
throw our ſelves upon the Mercy of 
the: Government 
But it pleaſed G O D to diſappoint 
dur Deſign. The Day that they came 
to ſail out of Urila, after they had been 
parted from Lou about five Weeks, they 
diſcovered a" large Sloop, which bore 
don upon them. Spriggs, who knew 
not the Sloop, but imagined it might be 
a Spaniſh Privateer, full of Men, being 
but weak handed himfelf, made -the 
beſt of his Way from her. The Sloop 
greatly overhaled the Schooner. Lou, 
who knew the Schooner, and thought 


that-ſince they had been ſeparated ſhe 


might have fallen into the Hands of ho- 
neſt Men, fired upon her, and ſtruck 
her the firft Shot. Spriggs, ſeeing the 
Sloop fuller of Men than ordinary, (for 
Lou had been to Honduras, and had ta- 
ken a Sloop, and brought off ſeve- 
Tal Baymen, and was now become an 
Hundred ſtrong) and remaining ſtill ig- 
to He norant 


P 
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norant of his old Mate, refuſed to bring 
to, but continued to make off, and re- 
ſolved, if they came up with him, to 
fight them the beſt he could. Thus the 


1 Farpies had like to have fallen foul o 

» Zone another. But Lom hoiſting his Pi- 
1 rate Colours, diſcovered who he was; 
1 Wand then, hideons was the noiſy Joy 
among the piratical Crew, on all Sides, 
accompanied with Firing and Carou- 
ng, at the finding their old Maſter and 
& MCompanions, and their narrow Eſcape ; 
n Ind fo the Deſigu of cruſing upon the 
y oaſt of Neu-England came to nothing. 
re good Providence it was to my dear 
vw | ountry that it did ſo, unleſs we could 
be Nave timely ſucceeded in our Deſign to 
ne Mrprize them. 3 

he Let it had like to have proved a fatal 
op rovidence to thoſe of us that had a 
op, land in the Plot; for tho our Deſign 


ſhe Ne ſhould come upon the Coaſt of Neu- 
ho- gland was carry d with as much Se- 
ack Necy as poſſible, (we hardly daring to 
the {Wult one another, and mentioning it 
for ways with the utmoſt Privacy, and 
ta- Net plainly, but in diſtant Hints) yet 
>ve- Ne that Lou appeared, Spriggs had got 
an Account of it ſome Way or other; 
| ig- ud full of Reſentment and Rage he 
= cs D 
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Deſign, and ſays all he can to provoke || 
him to revenge the Miſchief upon us, 


3 
— * 


R 


goes a- board Low, and acquaints him 
with what he called our treacherous | 


and earneſtly urged that we might be 8 
ſhot. But GOD (who has the Hearts if 
of all Men in his own Hands, and turns 
them as he pleaſes) ſo over-ruled, that 
Low turn'd it off with a Laugh, and 
faid he did not know, but if it had) 
been his own Caſe, as it was ours, hel 
ſhould have done fo himſelf; and all 
that Spriggs could ſay was not able to 
ſtir up his Reſentments, and procure 
any heavy Sentence upon us. 

Thus Low's merry Air ſaved us at tha 
time; for had he liſped a Word in com- 
pliance with what Spriggs urged, ve 
had ſurely ſome of us, if not all, ha 
been loſt. Upon this he comes of 
board the Schooner again, heated wit 
Drink, but more chafed in his ow 


Mind, that he could not have his Wil: 


of us, and ſwore and tore like a Mad 
man, crying out, That four of us ougil 
to go forward, and be ſhot ; and 
me in particular he ſaid, Du D-g, Aft 

ron, deſerve to be hang d up at the Yard 
Arm, for deſigning to cut us off. I to 
him, I had no Deſign of hurting a 
Man on board, but if they would 
os - 
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me go away quietly, I ſhould be glad. 
S This Matter made a very great Noiſe 
e on board for ſeveral Hours, but ar 
S, length the Fire was quenched, and, 
de  thro* the Goodneſs of GO, I eſcaped 
ts being conſumed by the Violence of the 


ns Flame. : | 

at The next Day, Low ordered all into 
nd Roatan Harbour to clean; and here it 
ad ras, that thro'the Favour of GODtome, 
he firft gained Deliverance out of the Pi- 
all ates Hands; tho' it was a long while 


Peſore my Deliverance was perfected, 
Wn a Return to my Country and Friends, 
s you will ſee in the Sequel. 


thaß Roatau Harbour, as all about the 
om vif of Honduras, is full of ſmall Iſlands, 

we hich go by the general Name of the 
hav). When we had got in here, Low and 
s oe of his chief Men had got aſhore 
witl von one of theſe ſmall Iflands, which 


"cy called Port-Royal Key, where they 
Wade them Booths, and were Carouſing, 


MacWWrinking and Firing, while the two 
og oops, the Rhode-Mand, and that which 
nd Me brought with him from the Bay, 
, AlliWere cleaning. As for the Schooner, 
Tara loaded her with the Logwood which 
1 toſſhe Sloop brought from the Bay, and 
ng ave her, according to Promiſe, to one 
uld n Blaze, and put four Men along 


1D 2 with 


with bim in her, and when they came 
to ſail from this Place, ſent them away 


came of them, I know not. 


5 1723, the Cooper, with fix Hands 1 


be ſocloſely confined, when every off z 
elſe had the Liberty of going aſhore, I L | 


ſuppoſe, that there would be no Du of 


_ uninhabited a Place as that was. 
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upon their own Account, and what bei 
Upon Saturday, the gth of Ma 


Long-Boat, were going a-ſhore at 1 | 
Watering-place to fill their Casks ; al 
he came along by the Schooner I called 
to him, and asked him if he were going 
aſhore, he told me, Tes; then I askeY 
him, if he would take me along wit 
him; he feemed to heſitate at fir 
but I urged that I had never been ol 
ſhore yet, fince I firſt came on boa 
and I thought it very hard that I ſhouſ 5 


ſeveral Times, as there was Occalill 
At length he took me in, imagining, * 


ger of my Running away in ſo deſolif 


1 went into the Boat with only 8 
Oxenbrigs Frock and Trouſers on, af 
a mill'd Cap upon my Head, havi 
neither Shirt, Shoes nor Stockings, 1 
any thing elſe about me; whereas, 
I been aware of ſuch an Opportuniſ 
but one quarter of an Hour before 


could have provided my ſelf ſome 
ett 


e 8 5 


 AsuToN's Memorial. 41 
me better. However, thought I, if I can 
ray but once get footing on Terra Firma, 
tho' in never ſo bad Circumſtances, T: 
ſhall count it an happy Deliverance ; 1 


rc for I was reſolved, come what would, 
tue never to come on board again. | il 
t Low had often told. me (upon my ask- lt | 
ing him to ſend me away in ſome of the. 


E Veſſels, which he diſmiſſed after he had 
on taken them) that I ſhould go home 
W when he did, and not before, and ſwore. 
chat I ſhould never ſet foot on Shore. 
till he did. But the. Time for Delive- 
rance was now- come. GOD had or- 
der'd it that Low and Spriges, and al- 


nou moſt all the commanding Officers, were 
Y OE aſhore upon an Iſland diſtin from Roa- - 
7 tan, where the Watering- place was; 
a ſio 


He prefented me in fight, when the 
Long-Boat came by; (the only Oppor- 
tunity I could have had) He had moved 
the Cooper to take me into the Boat, 
and under ſuch Circumſtances as ren- 


nly WW der'd me leaft liable to Suſpicion ; and 
n, ſo I got aſhore. 5 On” 

hav! When we came firſt to Land, I was 
25, "Wl very active in helping to get the Casks - + 
a8, Hout of the Boat, and rowling them up 
rtunß to the Watering- place; then I lay down + 
"el at the Fountain, and took a hearty - 
me 


Draught of the cool Water; and ancu, 
A > 1d I + 


* 


1 gradually ſtrol'd along the Beech, 


Musket Shot off from them (tho' they 


there were ſome Coco- Nut Trees juſt 


I betook my ſelf to my Heels, and ran 


loud; and here I lay cloſe in a great 1 


were about to go off, the Cooper called 
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picking up Stones and Shells, and look- 
ing about me; when I had go about 


had taken no Arms along with them in 
the Boat) I began to make up to the 
Edge of the Woods; when the Cooper 
ſpying me, call'd after me, and asked 
me where I was going; .I told him I 
was going to get ſome Coco-Nuts, for 


before me. So ſoon as I had recover- 1 
ed the Woods, and loft fight of them, 


as faſt as the Thickneſs of the Buſhes lf 


and my naked Feet would let me. 1 


bent my Courſe, not directly from them, 


but rather up behind them, which I 3 
continued till I had got a conſiderable 


Way into the Woods, and yet not fo 7 


far from them but that I could hear 


their Talk when they ſaid any thing 2 


Thicket, being well aſſured, if they 
mould take the Pains to hunt after me 
never ſo carefully, they would not be I 
able to find me. 6k N 

After they had filled their Casks, and 


after me to come away 5 but 1 lay ſnug 71 
in my Ticket, and would give him no 


Anſwer, 


K nſwer, tho 1 plainly enough heard 
im. At length they ſet a hallooing for 


e, but I was ſtill filent : T could hear 
ey Mhem fay to one another, The D-g #s loſt 
in the Mods, and can't find the Way out 
he {rain ; then they hallooed again, and 

r (ried, he is run away, and won't come a- 
ed Main: The Cooper ſaid, if he had 
| I Mhought I would have ferv'd him fo, he 
for Would not have brought me- aſhore. 
uſt Whey plainly ſaw it would. be in vain to 
er- ek for me in ſuch hideous Woods and 
em, {Wick Buſhes. When they were weary 
ran {With hallooing, the Cooper at laſt, to 
hes Whew his Good- will to me, (I can't but 


re and. thank him for his Kindneſs) 


em, Mall'd out, If you don't come away preſently, 
h I 20 off. and leave you alone. But all 
ble hey could fay was no Temptation to 
t ſo e to diſcover my ſelf, and leaſt of all, 
ear {hat of their going away and leaving 
ing e; for this was the very thing I de- 
reat Wired, that J might be rid of them, and 
hey ll that belong'd to them. So finding it 
me in vain for them to wait any longer, 


and Nate Iſland deſtitute of all Help, and 
led nuch out of the Way of all Travellers; 
ſnug However, I look'd upon this Wilderneſs 
n nos hoſpitable, and this Lonelineſs as 


ere We ag. 


They put off with their Water without 
pe; and thus was J left upon a deſo- 


good 


4 5 
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good Company, compared with the 
State and Society I was now | happily 
delivered From. 
When I ſuppoſed. chew were gone off 
1 came out of my Thicket, and drei 
down to the Water-ſide, about a Mil 
below the Watering- place, where then 
was a ſmall Run of Water; and hen 
I fat down to obſerve their Motions, ani 
know when the Coaſt was clear; ori 
could not but have ſome remaining Fearlf 
leſt they ſhould ſend a Company of al 
men Men after me; yet I thought i 
they ſhould, the Woods and Buſh | 
were ſo thick that it would be Eb 
they ſhould find me. As yet L had nof 
thing to eat, nor indeed were m £ 
| Thoughts much concerned about n 1 
in this deſolate Place, but they wen 
chiefly taken up about my getting clear 
And to my. Joy,. after the Veſſels had 
ſtaid five Days in this Harbour, 0 
came to Sail, and put out to Sea, and 
J plainly ſaw the Schooner. part froall : 
the two Sloops, and ſhape a-differenM 
Conrſe from them. 
When they were gone and the Coal 
clear, I began to reflect upon my {el 
and my preſent Condition; I was upon 
an Iſland; from whence I could not get 


off; I knew of no. human Caan 
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within many ſcores of Miles of me; I had 


but a ſcanty Cloathing, and no Poſſibi- 


lity of getting more; I was deſtitute of 


all Proviſion for my Support, and knew 
not how I ſhonld come at any ; every 
thing look'd with a diſmal Face ; the 


ſad Proſpect drew Tears from me in 
abundance ; yet ſince GOD had graci- 
C ouſly granted my Deſires, in freeing 


me out of the Hands of the Sons of 
Violence, whoſe Buſinefs *tis to deviſe 
Miſchief againſt their Neighbour, and 
from whom every thing that had the 
leaſt Face of Religion and Virtne was 
entirely baniſh'd, (unleſs that Low would 
never ſuffer his Men to work upon the 


Sabbath, (it was more devoted to play) 


and I have ſeen ſome of them fit down 
to read in a good Book) therefore I pur- 
poſed to account all the Hardſhip I 
might now meet with, as light and eaſy, 
compared with being aſſociated with 
them. 15 e 5 

In order to find in what Manner I 


was to live for the Time to come, I. 


1 range the Ifland over, which 


in the Latitude of 16 deg. 30 min. or 
thereabouts. I ſoon found that I muſt 
look for no Company, but the wild 
Beaſt of the Field, and the Fowl _ 

Air; 


ſuppoſe is about 10 or 11 Leagues long, 
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Air; with all of which I made a firni 
Peace, and GOD ſaid, Amen, to it. | 
could diſcover no Footſteps of any Ha 
bitation upon the Iſland ; yet there wah 
one Walk of Lime-trees near a Mile 
long, and every now and then I found 
| ſome broken Shreds of earthen Pots 
ſcattered here and there upon the Place 
which ſome ſay are the Remains df 
the Indians that formerly lived upon the 
Am Ts 1 
This Iſland is well watered, and i 
full of Hills, high Mountains, and lou- 
ly Vallies. The Mountains are cover- 
ed over with a ſort of ſhrubby black 
Pine, and are almoſt inacceſſible. The 
Vallies abound with Fruit-Trees, and 
are ſo prodigiouſly thick with an Un- 
derbruſh, that tis difficult paſſing. | 

| The Fruit were Coco - Nuts; but 
- theſe I could have no Advantage from, 
becauſe I had no Way of coming at the 
Infide. There are Wild Figs and Vines 
in abundance; theſe I chiefly lived up- 
on, eſpecially at firſt. There is alſo a 
fort of Fruit growing upon Trees ſome- 
what larger than an Orange, of an 
oval Shape, of a browniſh Colour with- 
out and red within, having two or 
three Stones about as large as a Wal- 
nut in the midſt ; Tho I ſaw many o 

| theſe 
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firntheſe fallen under the Trees, yet I 
. [dared not to meddle with them for 
Ha. Jome time, till I ſaw ſome Wild Hogs 
was eat them with Safety, and then I 
Mile thought I might venture upon them too 
After ſuch Taſters, and I found them 


ace 
> off learned afrerwards. There are alſo 
"the fort of ſmall Beech-Plumb growing 

upon low Shrubs, and a larger ſort of 
d i lumb growing upon Trees, which are 
ow-Mcalled Hog-Plumbs; and many other 


ber- ſorts of Fruit, which I am wholly a 


lack Stranger to. Only I would take notice 
Thel of the Goodneſs of God to me, in pre- 
and lerring me from N my ſelf by 
Un- *ruit, as the 
Mangenei! Apple, which IT often took 
but up in my Hands, and look'd upon, 
om, but had not the Power to eat of, which, 
the if I had, it would have been preſent 
nes Death to me, as I was informed after- 
E wards, tho' I knew not what it was. 
There are alſo upon this Iſland, and 


the adjacent Iſlands and Keys, Deer 


* 


feeding upon any noxious 


ne- 

an and Wild Hogs. They abound too 
th- with Fowl of diverſe ſorts, as Ducks, 

or Teal, Curlews, Galdings (a Fowl long- 
al- legged, and ſhaped ſomewhat like an 

of eron, but not ſo big,) Pelicans, 


Boobys, 


W — 
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Boobys, Pigeons, Parrots, Oc. and the 
Shoars abound with Tortoiſe. To 
But of all this Store of Beaſt and 
Fowl, I could make no Uſe to ſupply 
my Neceſſities; tho. my Mouth often 


watered for a Bit of them, yet I was 
forced to go without it; for I had no 
Knife or other Inſtrument of Iron with 
me, by which to cut up a Tortoiſe| 


when I had turned it, or to make Snares 
or Pits with which to entrap, or Bows 
and Arrows with which to kill any Bird 


or Beaſt withal ; nor could I by any 
poſſible means that I knew of, come ati 
Fire to dreſs any if I had taken them; 


tho' I doubt not but ſome would- have 


gone down raw, if I could haye come at it 
I ſometimes had Thoughts of diggineil 
Pits and covering them over with ſmall 
Branches of Trees, and laying Bruſif 
and Leaves upon them to take ſome 
Hogs or Deer in; but all was vain 
Imagination, I had no Shovel, neither 
could I find or make any thing that 


would anſwer my End, and I was pre- 


ſently convinced, that my Hands alone 
were not ſufficient to make one deep 


and large enough to detain any thing 
that ſhould fall into it; ſo that I was 
forc'd to reſt ſatisfy'd with the Fruit of 
the Vine and Trees, and look d upon it 
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by as good Proviſion, and very handy for 
one in my Condition. FR 


us In Length of Time, as I was poking | | 
EY about the Beech with a Stick, to ſee if i 
va could find any Tortoiſe Neſts, (which It 
mold! had heard lay their Eggs in the Sand) 1 
ich brought up part of an Egg clinging li, 
mm IG the Stick, and upon removing the = 
0 Sand, which lay over them, I found 

bun near an hundred and fifty Eggs, which 

ral had not been laid long enough to ſpoil; 

an Wo I took ſome of them and eat them: 

ea and in this Way I ſometimes got ſome 

n ggs to eat, which I ſometimes ſtrung 

are pon a Strip of Palmeto, and hung up 

tien the Sun, where, in a few Days, they 

— "1 vould become thicken d, and ſomewhat 

mall ard, as if they had been boiled, and 

ruhe be more palatable ; but after all, 

dme hey are not very good at the beſt; yet 

van! bat is not good to him that has no- 

ther! hing to live upon but what falls from 

ne LIES? © „ >} 

= The Tortoiſe: lay their Eggs above 

lone lig Water Mark, in a Hole which 

Pig ey make in the Sand, about a Foot, 

ning” * Foot and a half deep, and cover 

was em over with the Sand, which they 

ir fl ake as ſmooth and even as any part 


f the Beech, ſo that there is no diſs 
S cerning 
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. exrning- where they are, by any, the; 
leaſt Sign of a Hillock or Riſing; and 
according to my beſt Obſervation, they 
hatch in about 18 or 20 Days, and as 
ſoon as the young ones are hatch'd they] 
betake themſelves e to che 1 
Water. 3 

There are many Serpents upon this 
and the adjacent Iſlands. There is one 
ſort that is very large, as big round ai 
a Man's Waſte, tho' not above 12 or 
14 Feet long. Theſe are called OwlerÞ ; 
| They look like old fallen Stocks. offi 
Trees covered over with a.ſhort Moll 
when they lie at their Length; buff 
they more uſually lie coiled up in 
Round. The firſt I ſaw of theſe great I 
ly ſurprized me, for I was very near tl 2 
it before I diſcover'd it to be a living 
Creature, and then it open'd its Mou 1 
wide enough to have thrown a Hat in 
to it, and blew out its Breath at m 
This Serpent is very ſlow in its Motion 
and nothing venomous; as I was after 
wards told by a Man, who ſaid he hall 
been once bitten by one of them. 'Thel 
are ſeveral other ſmaller Serpents, ſonal 
of them very venomous, particular 
one that is called a Barber*s Pole, be 
ſtreaked white and yellow. But I mY 
| 1 4 wih 
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he Wl with no Rattle-Snakes there, unleſs the 
id Pirates; nor did I ever hear of any 
ey Mother being there. 

The Iſlands are alſo greatly infeliek 


as 
ey with vexatious Inſects, efpectally the 
the Musketto, and a ſort offmall black Fly; 


omething like a Gnat, more trouble- 
Nome than the Muzkerto: : ſo that if one 
ad never ſo many of the Comforts of 
Wife about him; theſe Inſects would 
Fender his Living here very burthen- 
me to him, unleſs he retired to a ſmall 
ey, deſtitute of Woods and Brufh, 
here the Wind diſperſes the Vermin. 

The Sea hereabouts hath a Variety 
f Fiſh; ſuch as are good to eat I 
reai Puld not come at; and the Sharks, and 
ar 1. Pligators, or Crocodiles, I did not care 


vin have any thing to do with; ; tho I 
louiiſſas once greatly endanger'd by a Shark, 
at in 1 hall tell afterwards. 
t mW This was the Place I was confined to, 


IIs my Society and Fellowſhip, and: 
is my State and Condition of Life. 
ere J ſpent near nine Months, with- 


Wt: Converſe with any living Creature; 
„ ſonar the Parrots here had not been 
cular{Wught to ſpeak : Here I linger'd out 


e Day N another, I knew not how, 
W'thour Buſineſs or Diverſion, unleſs 
rhering up my Food, rambling from. 
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5 2 AnToN's Memorial. - 
Hill to Hill, from Iſland to Iſland, ga- 
ing upon the Water, and ſtaring upon] 
the Face of the Sky, may be called] 
In this lonely and diſtreſſed Condi- 
tion I had time to call over my paſt 
Life, and young as I was, I ſaw I had 
grown old in Sin, my Tranſgrefſionsf 
were more than my Days; and though 
GOD had graciouſly reſtrained me 
from the groſſer Enormities of Life, yell 
I ſaw Guilt ſtaring me in the Face, 
enough to humble me, and for ever ti 
vindicate the Juſtice of G OD in all 
that I underwent. I called to mind 
many things I had heard from thi 
Pulpit, and what I had formerly rea 
in the Bible, which I was now wholly 
deſtitute of, tho I thought if I could 
but have one now, it would have ſweer 
ned my Condition, by the very D 
verſion of Reading; and much mor 
from the Direction and Comfort i 
would have afforded me. I had ſomi 
_ Comforts in the midſt of my Calamity 
It was no ſmall Support to me that 
was about my lawful Employment when 
F was firſt taken, and that I had no 
Hand in bringing my Miſery upon m 
Felf, but was forced away ſorely again 
my Will, It wonderfully alleviated m 
| Sorrow 


orrows, to think that I had my Pa- 
rents Approbation and Conſent in my. 


at 


ga- 
YON 


led 


di-“ 
pail 


1 Nection on it would have ſo aggravated 
LONS 223 242 . » | 
Wny Miſery, as ſoon to have put an end 
ugh = 24. 8 por 
melo my Days. I look d upon my: ſelf alſo, 
yet Ws more in the Way of the Divine Bleſſing 
ace, 


r te f Pirates, where I could ſcarce hope 


my ſelf, that if I had gone to Sea a- 


et with this Diſaſter, I ſhould have 
look d upon it as a defign'd Puniſhment 


Wl es 5 
ws it * {aw - Very ſignal Inſtances of the 


toner and Goodneſs of GOD to me, 
Wn the many Deliverances which I had 


We 


read 


holl ” ready experienc'd, (the leaſt of which 
Las utterly unworthy - of and this 


: f 3 | . « 
2 W ncouraged me to put my Truſt in Him; 


Di- 
more 
t 
ſome 
mitj 
hat 
when 
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going to Sea; and I often fancied to 


gainſt their Will and Pleaſure, and had 


of ſuch Diſobedience, and the very Re- 


% 
44333 e 
— I Ed ond 
LR 1 D 


ow; than when I was link'd to a Crew 


Wor Protection and a Bleſſing. I plain- 


be and tho' I had none but GOD to go t 
Wor Help, yet I knew that he was able 
Wo do more fer me than I could as Kor 

Whink ; to Him therefore I/committed 
Wny ſelf, purpoſing to wait hopefully. - 
upon the LORD. till He ſhould-fend : 
Deliverance to me: Truſting thar- in 
Iis own Time and Way, He would find 
out Means for my fafe Return to my 
Father's Hauſe and earneſtly entreat- | 
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Jo troubleſome to me, that I was put 


— 2 


ing that He would provide a bettegſ 
Place: for me. mf 5 F 
| It Was my daily Practice to ramble 2 
from one Part of the Iſland to another, 
tho. T had a more ſpecial Home near to 
the. Water-ſide. Here I had built me 
a Houſe to defend me from the Heat off 
the Sun by Day, and the great Dew 
of-the Night. I took ſome of the bet 


5 n 
. . 57 
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Izbuilt many ſuch Huts) to fix then 


the * and beſt Palmeto Leaves 1 
nd; I. generally ſituated my 


* bd 


open Part of it facing: the.Sea,. that IM 
might. be the more ready upon the 
Lookout, and have the Advantage off 
the Sea Breeze, which both the Hes 
and the Vermin required. But the 
Vermin (the Muskettos and Flies) greu 


upon Contrivance to get rid of - thei! 
Company, This led me to think: 0 
petting over to ſome. of the adjacent 
Neys, that T night have ſome Reſt f 
2 the 
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«ll the Diſturbance of theſe buſy Compa-- 
nions. My. greateſt Difficulty lay in 
ble getting over to any other Iſland, for 1 
er, was but a very poor Swimmer, and I 
to had no Canoe, nor any Means of ma- 
king one. At length I: got a Piece of 
Bamboe, which is hollow like a Reed, 
and light as a Cork; and having made 
Trial of it under my Breaſt and Arms 
in ſwimming by the Shoar, with this 

Help I e'en ventur'd to put off for a 
ſmall Key, about Gun-fhot off, and I. 
reach'd it pretty comfortably. This 
Key was but about 3 or 400 Feet in 
Compaſs, clear of Woods and Bruſn, 
oge and lay very low and * und it ſo 
iu free from the Vermin, by the free Paſ- 
BS face of the Wind. over it, that I ſeemed 
to be got into a New. World, where I: 
W lived more at eaſe. This J kept as a 
Place of Retreat, whither I= retired 
when the Heat of the Day render- 
ed the Fly - kind moſt troubleſome to. 
me; for I was obliged to be much upon 
KRoatan for the Sake of my Food, Wa- 
ter and Houſe. When I ſwam back 
ward and forward from my Night to 
my Day-Iſland, I uſed to bind my Frock 
| and, Trouſers about my Head, but I 
could not fo. eaſily, carry over Wood 
and. Leaves to make a Hut of, elſe 1 
| | | Ry 


— 


1 56 ASHTON s Nemorial. 
lf ſhould have ſpent more of my Time 
. upon my little Day-Iſla nag. 
1 My ſwimming thus backward and for- 
36 _ _ wardexpoſed meto ſome Danger. Once, 
N I remember, as J was paſſing from my 
Day to my Night-Iſland, the Bamhoe 
got from under me e're I. was aware, 
and the Tide or Current ſet ſo ſtrong, 
that I was very diffieultly put to it to 
recover the. Shore,; Het a few Rods 
more Diffance had in all Probability 
landed, me in another World. At an- 
other Time, as Iwas ſwimming over to 
4 | my Day - Ifland, a- ſhovel-nos'd Shark 
10 (of which che Seas the reabouts are full, 
| as well as Alligators) ſtruck me in the 
j Thigh, juit as. I ſet my Foor to Ground, 
| and fo grounded himſelf (I ſuppoſe) by 
[i the Shoalneſs of the Water, that he 
| c.oulcd not turn himſelf to come at me 


with his Mouth, and ſo, through the 
Socdneſs of GOD, Leſcaped falling a 
11 Prey tohis devouring Teeth. I felt the 
| Blow he gave me ſome Hours after I 
had got aſhore. By accuſtoming my 
felf to ſwim, I at length grew prett) 
dexterous at it, and often gave my ſell 
the Diverſion of thus paſſing from one 
_Ifand. to another among the Keys. 
One of my greateſt Difficykies'lay MW: 
my being bare-foot ; my Travels back. F 

| woe 
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derbruſn, where the Ground was covered 
with ſharp Sticks and Stones, and upon 
the hot Beech, among the ſharp broken 


"S Gaſhes in my Feet, and ſome of them 
** pvery large, that. Jas hardly able to 
DCs Igo at all. Very 24S E:was treading 
lit HR 1 „ reer | 
22) {With all the Tendefneſs Ecould, a ſharp 
ay Stone or Shell on the Beech, or point- 


Ithe old Wounds, and the Angpiſn of it 
vould ſtrike me down as ſuddenly as if 
together, at the Extremity of my Pain; 
travel no more than needs muſt, for the 
times I have fat leaning my Back againſt 
a whole Day together. 5 
gell! At length I grew very weak and 
ance while I was in this Condition, a 
bome Fierceneſs ; I knew not what to 


do with my ſelf, for I was not able to 
efend my ſelf againſt him if he ſhould 


attack 


ward and forward in the Woods to hunt 
for my daily Food, among the thick Un- 


Shells, had made io many Wounds and 


led Stick in the Woods; "would run into 
had been ſhot thro, and oblige me 
Ito ſet down and weep, by the Hour 
EF: F | 3 

ſo that in Proceſs of Time I eould 
neceſſary procuring of Food. ,- S6 me- 
Ja Tree, with my Face. to the Sęa, to 
look out for the paſſing of 4 Velſel, for 
faint, as well as ſore and bruiſed; and 


wild Boar ſeem'd to make at me with 
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Body up by it from the Ground, ay 
hanging Poſture, the Boar came and 


hold on my ſhattered Trouſers, and 


wonderfully preſerv'd me. 


neſs and Feebleneſs I loſt the Days of 
the Week,; and how long I had lain in 


Day of the Week; tho' all Days were 
in ſome ſort a Sabbath to me. As my 


58 AsnToN's Memorial. 
attack me. So as he drew nearer to me, 


] caught hold of the Limb of a Tree, 
which was cloſe by me, and drew my 


well as I could; while I was in this 


{truck at me, but his Tuſhes only took 


tore a Piece out; and then he went his 
Way. This, I think, was the only 
Time that I was aſſaulted by any wild 
Beaſt, with whom I ſaid I had mad: 
Peace; and I look upon it as a great 
oo ET | 

As my Weakneſs increaſed upon 
me, I ſhould often fall down as thougl|i 
ſtruck with a dead Sleep, and many 4 
time as I was thus falling, and ſome 
times when I laid my ſelf down to fleep, 
I never expected to wake or riſe more; 


and yet in the midft of all GOD has 
In the midſt of this my great Sore- 
fome of my benumb'd ſleepy Fits; I knew 


not, ſo that I was not able now to di- 
Kinguiſh the Sabbath from any other 


Hineſs prevailed, I. wholly loſt the 
5 . Month, 


AsnToN's Memorial. 59 
Month, and knew not whereabouts T 
vas in the Account of Time. Fes 


my Under all this dreadful Diftreſs, 1 
as had no healing Balſams to apply to my 
ul Feet, no Cordials to revive my faint- 
an 


ing Spirits, hardly able now and then 
o get me ſome Figs or Grapes to eat, 
por any poſſible way of coming at a 


biWire, which the cool Winds and great 
* ains beginning to come on, now called 
WI 


or. The Rains begin about the mid- 
le of October, and continue for five 
Months together, and then the Air is 
aw and cold, like our North-eaſt Storms 
f Rain, only at times the Sun breaks 
Put with ſuch an exceeding Fierceneſs, 
What there is hardly any enduring the 
Heat of it. | 1 
I had often heard of the fetching 
Fire by rubbing of two Sticks together, 
put T could never get any this Way, 
ho I had often tried while I was in 


ore-Wealth and Strength, until I was quite 
'S oh ird. Afterwards I learned the Way 

in in f getting Fire from two Sticks, which 

new will publiſh, that it may be of Service 

o d- any that may be hereafter in my 

dae onditio n. 


Take two Sticks, the one of harder, 

he other of ſofter Wood, the dryer the 

better; in the ſoft Wood make a * 
| | O 


60 AsnuToN's Memorial. 
of Mortice or Socket, point the harder 
Wood to fit that n hold the ſofter 


Wood firm between the Knees, take 


the harder Wood between your Hands 
with the Point fix d in the Socket, and 
rub the Stick in your Hands backward 


and forward briskly, like a Drill, and 


it will take Fire in leſs than a Minute, 
as I have ſometimes fince ſeen, upon 
Experiment made of it. 

But then I knew of na ſuch Method, 
(and it may be ſhould have been diffi 
cultly put to it to have formed the Mor 
tice and Prill for want of a Knife) 
and I ſuffer d greatly without à Fire, 
through the Chilineſs of the Air, the 
Wetneſs of the Seaſon, and living only 
upon raw Fruit. 

Thus I paſs'd about nine Months i in 
is lonely, melancholy, wounded and 
languiſhing Condition. I often laid wy 


felf down as upon my laſt Bed, and 
concluded I ſhould 9 die alone, | 


and no. Body know what was become of 


me. I — it would be ſome Re · 


lief to me if my Parents could but tell" * 
where I was; and then I thought their 


Diſtreſs would be ae great, 1 
they knew what: I underwent. | Hut all 


fuch Thon ghts were vain. The more t 


my Difficulibes increaſed, and the 
nearer gat 
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nearer Proſpect I had of Dying, the 
more it drove me upon my Knees, and 
made me the more earneſt in my Cries 
to my Maker for His favourable Re- 
gards to me, and to the Great Redeem- 
er to pardon me, and provide for my 
after Well- being 
And ſee the ſurpriſing Goodneſs of 
GO D to me, in ſending, me Help in 
my Time of Trouble, and that in the 
noſt unexpected Way and Manner, as 
tho an Angel had been commiſſioned 
tom Heaven to reheve nme. 
Sometime: in November, 1723, I e- 
pied a ſmall Canoe, coming towards 
me, with one Man in it. It did not 
much ſurprize me. A Friend I could 
not hope for; and I could not reſiſt, 
in r hardly get out of the Way of an E- 


nd Way 3 nor need I fear one. I kept 
wy y Seat upon. the Edge of the Beech. 


is he came nearer he diſcover'd me, 
d ſeem'd greatly ſurpriz'd. He cal» 
\ off tome. I told him whence I was, 
de- that. he might ſafely venture aſhore, 
tel L vas alone, and almoſt dead. As 
er came up to me, he ſtar d and look'd 
ü wich Surprize; my Garb and 
all antenance aſtoniſn'd him; he knew 
t what to make of me; he ſtarted 
the ck a little, and-view'd me more tho- 
rer Nghly; but upon zi of him- 


_—_ | 


nd 


5 - 
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ſelf, he came forward, and took me by 
the Hand, and told me he was glad to ſee 
me. And he was ready, as long as he ſtaid 
with me, to do any kind Offices for me. 
He proved to be a North-Britain, a 
Man well in Years, of a grave and ve- 
nerable Aſpect, and of a reſerved Tem- 
per. His Name I never knew, for I 
had not ask'd him in the little Time he 
was with me, expecting a longer. Con- 
verſe with him; and he never told me 
it. But he acquainted me that he hadi 1c 
liv'd with the Spaniards 22 Years, and 0! 


now they threaten'd to burn him; V 
knew not for what Crime: 'Therefor 2 
he had fled for Sanctuary to this Place to 
and brought his Gun, Ammunition anꝗ 80 
Dog, with a ſmall Quantity of Pori fro 
deſigning to ſpend the Reſidue of h ed! 
Days here, and ſupport himſelf b  - 


Hunting. He ſeem'd very kind an Cor 
Hbliging to me, gave me ſome of h une 
Pork, and aſſiſted me in all he coul ly C 
tho“ he convers d little. - _ 
Upon the third Day after he came 
me, he told me he would go out in his C 
noe among the Iſlands, to kill ſome v 


vou 


law t 
Ob 


Hogs and Deer, and would have had © tert 
to go along with him. His Compal ce 
the Fire, and a little dreſs'd Proviſi . | 


ſomething recruited my Spirits; Atte 
yet I was ſo weak, and fore in my F 


— — — 


Hours. The Sky was ſerene and fair; 


and there was no Proſpect of any Dan- 
| ger in his little Voyage among the 


25 


iſlands, when he had come ſafe in that 


ſmall Float near 12 Leagues; but by 


that time he had been gone an Hour, 
there aroſe a moſt violent Guſt of Wind 
el and Rain, which in all Probability over- 
al fer him; ſo that I never ſaw or heard 
of him any more. And though by this 


Means I was depriv'd of my Compa- 


nion, yet it was the Goodneſs of GOD 


eto me, that I-was not well enough to 
from that Deſtruction which undoubt- 
u edly overtook him. 5 Ef 
of Lhus after the Pleaſure of having a 
a 


Companion almoſt three D I was as 


unexpectedly reduc'd to my former lone- 
11 h Condition, as IT had been for a little 
while recover d: out of it. It was grie- 
vous to me to think, that I no ſooner 
law the Dawnings of Light, after ſo long 
Obſcurity, but the Clouds returned af- 
ter the Rain upon me. I began to experi- 
ence the Advantage of a Companion, 
and find that two is better than one, and 
latter d my ſelf, that by the Help of 
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that I could not accompany him in | 
Hunting: So he ſet out alone, and ſaid 


go with him; for thus I was preſerved 


2 ſome 


| 

| 

| 

| 
3 
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ſome freſh Hogs Greaſe, I ſhould getmy 


Feet well, and by a better Living, reco- 


ver more Strength. But it pleas d GOD 


to take from me the only Man 1 had 


ſeen for ſo many Months, after ſo ſhort 


a Converſe with him. Yet I was left in 
better Circumſtances by him than he 
found me in: For, at his going away, he 
left with me about five Pound of Pork, 
a Knife, a Bottle of Gun-Powder, To- 


blacco, Tongs, and Flint, by which means 


I-was in a Way to live better than I had 
done. For now I could have a Fire, 


* which was very needful for me, the 
rainy Months of the Winter; I could 


eut up ſome Tortoiſe when J had turn- 
ed them, and have a delicate broil'd 
Meal of it: So that by the Help of the 
Fire, and dreſs'd Food, and theBleſ- 


ſing of GOD attending it, I began to. 
recover more Strength, only my Feet 


remain'd fore, 5 1 FEI 
Beſides, I had this Advantage now, 
which I had not before, that I could 
go out now and then and catch a Diſh. 
of Cray-Fiſh, a Fiſh much like a Lob- 


ſter, only wanting the great Claws. My 


manner of catching them was odd; 1 


took ſome of the beſt Pieces of the old 
broken ſmall Wood, that came the near« 
eft to our Pitch-Pine, or ie ine, 


Y 
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and made them up into a ſmall Bundle 


Ake a Torch, and holding one of theſe: 
lighted at one End in one Hand, I wa- 
ded into the Water upon the Beech up 
to the Waſte; the Cray-Fiſn ſpying:the 
Light at a eonſiderable Diſtance, would 
crawl; away till they came directly un- 
der it, and then they would lie ſtill at 
my Feet. In my other Hand I had a 


forked: Stick; with which I truck the 
Fiſh and toſſed:it afhoary In this man- 
ner I' ſupply'd my ſelf wich a Meſs. of 
Shell-Fiſh, which when roaſted is ver 


good eating. Ain, T9: eee 
Between two and three Months after 
L, had loſt my Companion, as I was 


that he was. loſt in the J empeſt; bus 


it was one Phad never ſeen before. 
When I had got this little Veſſel in 
Poſſeſſion, I began: to-think my felf Ad- 
mirak of-the neighbouring Seas, as well 
as: fole;Poſſeſfor and chief Commander 
upon;the Iſlands; and with the Advan- 
tage-hereof-I could tranſport my ſelf to 


„ I. a a Es 


— 
— 2 
2 


ranging a long Shoar, I found a ſmall 
Canoos . The Sight of this at firſt re- 
newed my Sorrows for his Loſs; for E. 
thought it had been his Canoo, and its 
coming a ſhoar thus, was a Pfoof to me 


upon further Examinadion of it, I found 


my ſmall Iſlands of Retreat, much more 
e conve 
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66 Ash rex' Memoria | 
conveniently than in my former Method || (wa 
of ſwimming. In Proceſs: of Time I 


thought of making a Tour to ſome of 


the more diſtant and larger Iſlands, to 


ſee after what manner they were inha- 
bited, and how they were provided; 
and partly to give my ſelf the Liberty 
of Diverſions. So L daid in a, fmall 
Parcel of Grapes and Figs; and ſome 
Tortoiſe, and took my Fire-works with 


me, and put off for the Iſland of Bo- 
zacco, an Ifland of about 4 or 5 Leagues 


long, and: ſome 5. or 6 Leagues. to the 
Eaſtward of Roatan. 4:69 Lag 
As I was. upon my Voyage, -I-diſco- 


ver d a Sloop at the:Eaftern End of the 
Hand. ; fo IL made the beſt of my way, 
and put in at the Weſtern End, de- 
figning to travel down to them by Land, 


partly becauſe there ran out a: large 


Point of Rocks far into the Sea, and 1 
did not care to venture my ſelf ſo far 
out in my little Canoo, as J muſt do to 


head them; and partly becauſe I was 


willing to make a better Diſcovery of 


them before I was. ſeen by them; for 


in the midſt of my moſt deplorable Cirs 
cumſtances I could never entertain the 


Thoughts of returning on board any 


Pirate, Hl] ſhould have the Opportu-- 
nity, but had rather live and die as 1 


Air, Memorial. 
was. Sa I halfd up my Canoo, and fa- 


out upon my Travel. 


of two: Nights in — t it. 


Woods and Buſhes were ſo Wr that 
Iwas forced to draw 
and Knees for half a 


duct and Protection- 


E As 1 drew within a Nile o. OT ima: of | 
where I ſuppoſed. the Sloop might be, 
I made down''to the Water-ſide, and 


ſlowly opened the Sea, that I might not 
Sign of the Sloop, upon which I con- 


was very much tired with my long te- 


ſtened herias well as T could, and ſet : 
Iſpent two Days and the biggel pat - 


Feor were yer fo fore thao] couldags 
ry ſlowly ;; and fometimes the 


** makes: 
In this Travel I met with vu ol Ad- 


venture, that had like to have proved 
fatal to me, aud my Preſervation was 
an eminent Inſtance of e e Con» | 


diſcover my ſelf too Won When Fcame 
down to the Water-ſide, I-could ſee. no 


cluded that it was gone clear, while 1 
ſpent ſo much Time in Travelling. 1 


dious March, and ſat my, ſelf denn 
leaning againſt the Scockinf a Free a- 
cing ll Sea, and fell. aſloep. But 1 
had not flepr long, before I Masawa- 


kened in a very furprizing manner by 
the Noiſe hw Guns. I. ſtarted up in 2 
— Fright, - 


— ̃ ͤl1l—— ( — 
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Fright, and ſawi nine Periaguas, 0 Band 
large Canodes, full of Men firing upon I I 
me. I ſoon turned about and ran, as Ihe 
faſt as my ſore Feet would «let me, into ken 
the Buſnes, and the Men, which were Il fo 
Spaniards, | cried after me, O Engliſha the 
| man, we A give! J good Quurter. But or | 
| ſach was the:Surprize I had taken, by Nyet 
being awakened out of Sleep+1n' ſuch 4 {God 
manner, that I had no Command of my Ifir. 
ſelf to hear ken to their Offers of Quar-: Whr 
ter, which it may be at another time Who 
under cooler Thoughts: I might have Wien 
done. So ILmadè into the Woods, and 1 
they continued firing, after me tothe MCar 
| Number of 150 mall. Shot at leaſt, Ila 
| many of which. cut off ſeveral ſmall WI re 
1 TPwigs of the Buſhes along- ſide of me var 
| as Lwent off. When I. had got oit-of fro. 
| the Reach of their Siot into a- very 
great! Thicket, I lay cloſe :for ſeveral 
| Hours; and perceiving they were gone, 
1 by the Noiſe of their Oars iir towing 
off, I came out of my Thicket, and 
travelled a Mile or two along the Wa- 
tere ſide below the Place where che) 
fired -upon ime, and then :faw the 


| Stodp undef :EughaGoloursſailing-ow 
| of the Harbour, with the; Periaguas-10 
| Tow; and then concluded; that it. was 
| an: Engliſh Sloopi that had been at 2 
| | 6 24). 
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I), whom the Spaniards had met with 
and taken. 1 4 

The next Day I went up to the Tree 
where Iſo narrowly eſcaped being ta- 
ken napping, and there to my Surprize 
found fix or ſeven Shot had gone into 
the Body of the Tree, within a Foot 
or leſs of my Head, as. Ifatidown ; and 
yet thro' the wonderful Goodneſs of 
God to me, in the midſt of all their 
Fire, (and tho I was as a Mark ſet up 
for them to ſhoot at) none of their 
Shot touched me. So did God. as yer 
henally preſerve: ime. 

After this trarviled away for my 
Canoo, | at the Weſtern. End of 'the 
Hand, and ſpent near three Days cer 
Ireached it. In this long March back- 
ward and forward, I Caſfered very much 
from the Soreneſs of my Feet and the It 
Want of Proviſion; for this Mland is It 
dot ſo plentifully ſtored with Fruit as 5 
Roar an is; ſo that I was very diffcultly i 
put to ĩt for my Subſiſtence for the five - I! 
or fix Days 21 ſpent here; and be- 1 
des e eee Black Flies were I 
y abundantly more numerous and. vexa- | -.. 
e uious to me than at my old Habitation. Wh 
1 
n 
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The Difficulties I. met wich here made 
n me lay aſide all Thoughts of tarrying 
5 az Time to ſearch the Iſland. At 4 
6 length. | Wi | 
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flands, till at length it pleas) GOD to 


tir'd for Shelter from the peſtering In- 
fects, I ſaw two large . Canoes making 


mould mean, came to a Stand. Lhad 


run the Riſque of ſuch another Firing, 
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length, much tired and ſpent; I reach 
ed my Canoo, and found all ſafe there, abo 


to my great Joy; and then ] put off forfſdiat 
Roatan, which was a Royal Palace to me ſſvhe 


in compariſon of Bonacco, where I ar- ne 
rived, to my great Satisfaction, about Roo 
Ten o' Clock at Night, and found allſpive 
things as I left them 5: 

Here I liv'd (if it may be call'd li- roſ: 
ving) alone for about ſeven Monthsſrer 
more, from the Time of my loſing my 
Nort h- Britiſp Companion, and ſpent my 
Time after my ufual Manner, in hunt- 
ing for my Food, and ranging the J. 


ſend ſome Company to me, with whom 
J could converſe, and enjoy. ſomewhat 
more of the Comforts'of Life.. owe 

Sometime in June, 1724, as I was up- 
on my {mall Iſland, where I often re- 


into the Harbour; as they drew'near, 
they ſaw the Smoke of the Fire which! 
had kindled, and wondering what it 


freſh in my Memory what I had met 


and therefore ſtept to my Canoo, upon 
the Backſide of my ſmall Iſland, 1 
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Beove 100 Feet off from me, and! imme- 
r(diately went over to my great Manſion, 
here I had Places of Safety, to ſhelter 


ive a kindly Welcome to any ordinary 
Number of Friends. They faw me 
roſs the Ferry, or̃ about Gun. ſhot 
yer, from my little to my great Iſland, 
nd being as much afraid of Spaniards. as 


ouſly towards the Shore. I-came down 
pon the Beech, ſhewing my ſelf. open- 
to them; for their Caution made me 
link they were no Pirates, and I did 


wever, I thought I could rally to them 
nd know. what they were, before 1 
hould: be in much Danger from their 
ot; and-if they proved ſuch as I did 
ot like, I could eaſily retire from them. 
ut before I called, they, who were as 


heir Oars, and hallooed to me, enqui- 
ing who Lwas, and whence I came; J 
old chem Lwas an Engliſhman, and had 
un away from the Pirates. Upon this 
ey drew, ſomething nearer, . and en- 


aſſured them I was alone.  'Ttien I 
ok my. Turn, and asked them who 
| they 


me from the Deſigns of an Enemy, and 
Rooms large and ſpacious enough to 


was of Pirates, they drew very cau- 


got much care who elſe they were; 


ul of Fears as I could be, lay upon 


pired who was there beſides my ſelf; 
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they were, and whence! they came. They lie 
told me they were Baymen, come from 
tlie Bay. | This was comfortable News 
te me; ſo'Þ bid them pulllaſnore, there 
was! no Danger; I would ſtop for them 
Accordingly they put aſhore, but x 
fome” Diſtance from me, and firſt ſent 
one! Man aſhore” to me; whom I wen 
to meet. When the: Mam came up t 
me, he ſtarted back, frighted to ſet 
ſuch a poor; ragged, lean, wan, forlorn 
wild, miſerable” Object ſo near him 
but upon recovering himſelf, he cams 
and. took me by the Hand, and we fel 
to \ embracing” one another; he with- Surs 
and Wonder, I With à ſort 0 
(babe of Joy. After this was over 
he took me up in his Arms; and carry 
me dw to their' Canoes, where the 
were all ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment at the 
Sight of me, were glad to receive nit 
and expreſs d x very. great Tendernck | 
Div ent {hore H gory h | 
I gave them 2 ort Hi ow 
had bee from TZou, and had 11 
here alone for ſixteen Months, (favini 
three Days) what Hardſhip I had me 
with, and: whar Langer I had run chro 
They flood amaz ck! they wonder d 
was ive and exp! eſs d a gregt Satis 
faction in it, that they were cone 7: re 
* jeve 


'AsHToON's Memorial. 73 
lieve me. And obſerving I was weak, 
and my Spizts low, they gave me a- 
bout a. Spoonful of Rum to recruit my 


higher ſpirited than Water) and my 
Spirits into ſuch a violent Agitation, as 
produced a kind of Stupor, which left 


ſome of them perceiving me falling into 


have recover d me; but thoſe of them 
that had more Wit, would not allow of 
it, So I lay for ſome ſmall time in a 
ort of a Fit, and they were ready to 
think that they ſhould loſe me as ſoon 
Ws they had found me. But J revived. 


me; 
Wound they were eighteen Men come 
om the Bay of Honduras, the chief of 


lich were, John Hope, and John Ford. 
ind khe Occaſion of their coming from the 


vine 
mel 
170 
d 


. | 


tis 


bay was a Story they had got among 
hem, that the Spaniards had projected 
o make a Deſcent upon them by Water, 
Ile the Iadians were to aſſault them 


retir'd 


fainting, Spirits. 'This ſmall Quantity, 
(thro' iny long diſuſe of any Nader 


preſent Weakneſs, threw my animal 
to obſtruct their regular Motion, and 
ne for ſome time bereft of all Senſe; 


ſuch a ſtrange Inſenſibility, would have 
given me more of the ſame Spirit to 


And when I was ſo thoroughly come 
ele my ſelf as to converſe with them, I 


re Land, and cut off the Bay; and they 
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retir'd hither to avoid the DeftruQiofſ® 
that was deſign'de* This n Hope and © 
John Ford had formerly, upon a like l 
Occaſion, ſhelter'd themſelves among 
| theſe Iflands, and liv'd for four Years 
| together upon a ſmall Ifland called Ba- 

barat, about two Leagues from Roatay 
where they had two Plantations, a 
they called them; and being now upa 
the ſame Deſign of retreating for a tin: 

for Safety, they brought with them tw 
Barrels of Flower, with other Pron 
ſions, their Fire - Ams, Ammunition 

and Dogs for Hunting, and Nets fi 


Jortoiſe, and an Indian Woman to di, 

their Proviſion for them. They chok G 

for their chief Reſidence a ſmall Ky c 

about a quarter of a Mile round, lyin 4 

near to Barbarat, which they call'd tl * 

Caſtle of Comfort, chiefly becauſe it wi - 

low, and clear of Woods and Buſh ny 

where the Wind had an open Paſſag M 

| and drove away the peſtering Mus te 

| tos and Gnats. From hence they ſe fla 

NH to the other Iſlands round about | Th 

| 5 Wood and Water, and for Materid Fel 

| with which they built two Houſes, fut En 

| = as they were, for Shelter. the 

| And now I ſeem'd to be in a far mo the 
' , re 

likely Way to liye pretty tollerab the 


| than in the fixteen Months patt ; 


Lo 
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beſides the having Company, they treat- 
ed me with a great deal of Civility, in 
their Way; they cloath'd me, and gave 
we a large wrapping Gown to lodge in 
» Nights, to defend me from the great 
Deus, till their Houſes arere cover'd 3 
and we had Plenty of Proviſion. But 
after all, they were bad Company, and 
there was bur little Difterence between 
them and the Pirates, as to their com- 
mon Convefſation; only I thought they 
were not now engaged in any ſuch bad 


Deſign as render d it unlawful to join 


with them,: nor-dangerous to be found 
in their Company. Es 


In Proceſs of time, by the Bleſſing of 


60D, and the Aſſiſtance I received 
from them, I gather'd fo much Strength, 
that I was able ſometimes to go out a 


hunting with-them. The Iſlands herea- 
bouts, I obſerv'd before, abound with 


wid Hogsand Deer, and Tortoiſe. Their 
Manner was, to go out a Number of 


them in a Canoe, ſometimes to one I- 


land, ſometimes to another, and kill 
what Game they conld meet with, and 


rk their Pork, by beginning at one 
End of a Hog, and cutting along to 


the other End, and ſo back again till 


they had gone all over him, and flee 
the Fleſh 1n Tong, ng off from the 
G 2 : Bones ; 
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Bones; the Veniſon they took whole, 
or in Quarters, and the Tortoiſe in 


like Manner; and return'd home with a 


Load of it; what they did not ſpend 
preſently, they hung up in their Houſe 
a Smoak-drying; and this was a ready 
Supply to 'em at all Times. 

I was now ready to think my ſelf out 
of the Reach of any Danger from an 
Enemy ; for what ſhould bring any 
here? and I was encompaſs'd continu- 
ally with a Number of Men, with their 
Arms ready at hand; and yet when TI 


thought my ſelf moſt ſecure, I very nar- 


rowly eſcaped falling again into the 
Hands of the Pirates. oo 5 
It happen'd, about ſix or ſeven Months 


after theſe Baymen came to me, that 3 


Men and J took a Canoe, with 4 Oars, 
to go over to Bonacco, a hunting, and to 
kill Tortoife. While we were gone the 
reſt of the Baymen haled up their Ca- 
noes, and dry'd and tarr'd them, in 
order to go to the Bay, and ſee how 
Matters ſtood there, and to fetch off 
their Effects which they had left behind 
them, in caſe they ſhould find there was 
no Safety for them in tarrying. But 
before they were gone, we, who had 
met with good Succeſs in onr Voyage, 
were upon our Return to them, with 

5 : 


<Þ. 


= 
5 fanny 
PY - 


AsH TONY Memorial. 77 
4 full Load of Tortoiſe and jirkt Pork. 
As we were upon entring into the 
Mouth of the Harbour, in a Moon-light 
Erening, we ſaw a great Flaſh of Light, 
and heard the Report of a Gun, which 
we thought was much louder than a 
Musket, out of a large Periagua, which 
we ſaw near our Caſtle of Comfort. This 
put us into a great Conſternation, and 
we knew not what to make of it. With- 
ina Minute or two, we heard a Volley 


the Shoar, and heard ſome Guns alſo 
br'd off from the Shore. Upon which 


People; and being cut off from our 
ompanions by the Periaguas which 
ay between us and them, we thought 
t our wiſeſt Way to fave our ſelves as 
nell as we could: So we took down 
dur little Maft and Sail, that it might 


Harbour as faſt as we could, thinking 


over'd, to an Iſland about a Mile and a 


he Noiſe of our Oars, as we made out 


ul Speed, in a Periagua of eight or ten 
G 3 Oars. 


of 18 or 20 ſmall Arms diſcharged upon 


we were ſatisfied, that ſome Enemy, 
Pirates or Sani ard, were attacking our 


ot betray us, and rowed out of the 


0 make our Eſcape from them undii- 


alf off; but they either ſaw us before 
ie had taken our Sail down, or heard 


the Harbour, and came after us with 


ter, ſuppoſing this would eaſily mort 


thing worſe to diſcourage me from hi 
ving any thing to do with them, for! 


— 


U 
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Oars. We faw them coming, and that 
they gain'd Ground upon us apace, and 
therefore pull'd up for Life, reſolvin 
o reach the neareſt Shore, if poſſible 
She Periagua overhaled us ſo faſt, that 


they diſcharg'd a Swivel Gun at us 


which over - ſhot us; but we made! 
Shift ro gain the Shore before they were 


come fairly within the Reach of their 
mall Arms, which yet they fir'd upot 


us as we were getting aſhore. The 
they call'd to us, and told us they wer: 


Pirates, and not Spaniards, and we nee 


not fear, they would give us good Quai 


us to ſurrender our felves to them. But 
they could not have mention'd anj 


had the utmoſt Dread of a Pirate ; ant 
my firſt Averſion to them was nol 
ſtrengthned with the juſt Fears, that! 
I ſhould fall into their Hands again, the! 
would ſoon make a Sacrifice of me fat 
my deſerting them. I therefore co 
cluded to keep as clear of them as 
could; and the Baymen with me ha 
no great Inclination to be medlig 
with them, and ſo we made the bel 
of our Way into the Woods. The) 
took away our Canoe from us, — 

th 
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that was in it, reſolving, if we would 


not come to them, they would ſtrip us 


as far as they were able, of all Means 


of Subſiſtance where we were. I, who 
had known what it was to be deſtitute 
of all things, and alone, was not much 
concern'd about that, now that I had 
Company, and they their Arms with 
them, {6 that we could have a Supply 


of Proviſion by Hunting, and Fire to 


dreſs it with 5 

This Company it ſeems were ſome of 
Spriggs Men, who was Commander of 
the Schooner when I ran away from 


them. This fame Spriggs, I know not 


upon what Occaſion, had caſt off the 
Service of Low, and ſet up for himſelf 


as the Head of a Party of Rovers, and 


had now a good Ship of 24 Guns, and 
a Barmuda Sloop of 12 Guns, under 


his Command, which were now lying 
in Roatan Harbour, where he pur in to 


water and clean, at the Place where I 


firſt made my Eſcape. He had diſco- 
ver'd our People upon the ſmall Ifland,. 
where they refided, and fent a Periagua 


full of Men to take them. Accordingly 
they took all the Men aſhore, and with 
them an Iadian Woman and Child; 
thoſe of them that were aſhore abuſed 
the Woman ſhameſully. They kill'd 

one 
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one Man after they were come aſhore, 
and threw him -into one of the Baymens 
Canoes where their. Tar was, and ſet 
Fire to it, and burnt him in it. Then 
they carry'd our People on board their 
Veſſels, where they were barbarouſly 
reared, 

One of the. Bayne, Thomas Grande, 
turn'd Pirate; and he being acquainted 
that old Father Hope (as we call'd him) 
had hid many things in the Woods, told 
the Pirates of it, who beat poor Hope 
unmercifully, and made him go and 
ſhew them where he had hid his Trea- 
ſure, which they took away from him. 
Alfter they had kept the Baymen on 
board their Veſſels for five Days, then 
they gave them a Flat of about five or 
ſix Tons to carry them to the Bay in, 
but they gave them no Proviſion for 
their Voyage; and before they ſent 
them away, they made them ſwear to 
em not to come near us, who had made 
our Eſcape upon another Iſland. All 
the while the Veſſels rode in the Har- 
bour, we kept a good: Look- out, but 
were put to ſome Difficulties, becauſe 
we did not dare to make a Fire to dreſs 
our Victuals by, leaſt it ſnould diſcover 
whereabouts we were, ſo, that we were 
fore” d t to live upon raw Proviſion for 


five 
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five Days. But as ſoon as they were 
gone, Father Hope, with his Company 
of Baymen, ( little regarding an Oath- _ 
that was forc'd from them; and think- 
ing it a wicked Oath, better broken, 
than to leave four of us in ſuch a help- 
leſs Condition) came to us, and ac- 
quainted us who they were, and what 
they had done. p „ 
Thus the watchful Providence of: 
OD, which had ſo often heretofore. 
ppeared on my Behalf, again took 
pecial Care of me, and ſent me out of 
he way of Danger. Tis very appa- 
ent, that if J had been with my Com- 
panions, at the uſual Place: of Reſidence, 
had been taken with them,; and if E 
ad, it is beyond queſtion (humanly 
peaking) that I ſhonld: not have eſca- 
ved with Life, if Þ ſhonld the moſt 
han ful and cruel Death, that the Mad- 
eſs and Rage of Spriggs could have in- 
ented for me; who would now have 
alled to mind the Deſign I was ingag d 
1 while we were parted from Low, as 
rell as my final deſerting of them. But, 
leſſed be GOD, who had Deſigns of 
avour for me, and ſo order'd that 
muſt at this time be abſent from my 
ompany. 


2 


Now 
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Now old Father Hope and his Com- 
pany are all deſigned for the Bay; only 
one John Symonds, who had a Negro be- 
longing to him, purpoſed to tarry here 
for ſome Time, and carry on ſome ſort 
of Trade with the Jamaica Men upon 
the Main. I longd to get home to 
New England, and thought if I went 
to the Bay with them, it was very 
probable that I ſhould in a little while 
meet with ſome Neu- England Vel- 

ſel, that would carry me to my native 

Country, from which I had been fo 
long a poor Exile. I ask'd Father Hope, 
if he would take me in with him, and 
carry me to the Bay. The old Man, 
though he ſeem'd glad of my Company, 
yet told me the many Difficulties that 
lay in the way; as that their Flat was 
but a poor thing to carry ſo many Men 
in for near 70 Leagues, which they muſt 
go before they would be out of the 
Reach of Danger; that they had no 
Proviſion with them, and it was uncer- 
tain how the Weather would prove; 
they might be a great while upon thei! 

| Paſſage thither, and their Flat could 
very poorly endure a great Sea; that 
when they ſhould-come to the Bay, the) 
knew not how they ſhould meet wilt 


things there, and they were daily 


Pange! 


<A KK. ot Se a men # 4, — hed, Brown Scan Lu id OD TEE io Em Co OY EG ß“ 


AsHToON's Memorial. 83 


Danger of being cut off; and it may 


be, I ſhould be longer there, in caſe all 


was well, than I car'd for, eer I ſhould 
meet with a Paſſage for New-England ; 
for the Neu-England Veſſels often ſail'd 
from the Bay to other Ports ; ſo that all 
things conſider'd, he thought I had bet- 


ter ſtay where I was, ſeeing J was like 
to have Company ; whereas rather than 
I ſhould be left alone, he would take 
me inn HE oy. 


' On the other hand, Symonds, who, as 


I faid, deſign'd to ſpend ſome time 


here, greatly urg'd me to ſtay and bear 
him company. He told me, that as 


ſoon as the Seaſon would permit, he 
purpoſed to go over to the Main to the 
Jamaica Traders, where I might get a 
Paſſage to Jamaica, and from thence to 
New -Eugland, probably quicker, and 


undoubtedly much ſafer than I could 


from the Bay; and that in the mean 
while I ſhould fare as he did. 
I did not trouble my ſelf much about 


Faring, for I knew I could not fare 


harder than I had done ; but I thought, 


upon the Conſideration of the whole, 


that there ſeem'd to be a fairer Proſpect 


of my getting home by the way of Ja- 


maica, than the Bay; and therefore I 
laid no more to Father Zope about going 


with 
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with him, · but concluded to ſtay. S801 
thank'd Father Hope and Company for 
all their Civilities to me, wiſhing them a 
good Voyage, and took leave of them. 
And now there was Jon Symonds, and 
I, and his Negro, left behind; and a 
good Providence of GO D was it for 
me, that I took their Advice, and ſtaid; 
for tho I got not home by the way of 
Jamaica, as was propoſed, yet J did an- 
other and quicker Way, in which there 
was more evident Interpoſitions of the 
Conduct of Divine Providence, as you 
will hear -preſently. 1 
Symonds was provided with a. Canoe, 
- Fire-Arms,. and two Dogs, as well aga 
Negro; with theſe he doubted not but 
ve ſhould. be furniſh'd with all that was 
neceſſary for our Subſiſtence. With this 
Company I ſpent between two and three 
Months, after the uſual Manner, in 
hunting and ranging the Iſlands. And 
yet the Winter Rains would not ſuffer 
us to hunt much more than needs muſt. 
When the Seaſon was near approech- 
ing for the Jamaica Traders to be over 
at the Main, Symonds propoſed the go- 
ing to ſome of the other Iſlands that a- 
bounded more with 'Tortoiſe, that he 
might get the Shells of them, and carry 


to the Traders, and in Exchange furniſh 
him- 


F 


himſelf with Ozenbrigs and Shoes, and 
ſuch other Neceſſaries as he wanted. 
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We did fo, and having got good Store of 
Tortoiſe-Shell, he then propoſed to go 


firſt for Bonacco, which lies nearer to 


the Main than Roatan, that from thence 
we might take a favourable Snatch to 
Z 


Accordingly we went to Bonacco, and 


by that time we had been there about 
five Days, there aroſe a very hard 
North Wind, which blew exceeding 


fierce, and laſted for about three Days ; 
when the Heaft of the Storm was over, 
we ſaw ſeveral Veſſels ſtanding in for 
the Harbonr ; their Number and Large- 
neſs made me hope they might be 


Friends, and now an Opportunity was 


perfected to me. 


at a great Diſtance off; but a Brigan- 


tine came over the Shoals, nearer in a- 
gainſt rhe Watering-place, (for Bonacco 
as well as Roatan abounds with Water) 


which ſent in her Boat with Casks for 


Water: I plainly ſaw they were Engliſh- 
men, and by their Garb and Air, and 


Number, being but three Men in the 


Boat, concluded they were Friends, 


and ſhew'd my ſelf openly upon the 
H Beech 


®. 
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coming in which Deliverance might be 


The larger Veſſels came to Anchor 
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Beech before them; as ſoon as they" 
ſaw me, they ſtop'd rowing, and call ( 
out to me to know who I was; I told9Þ4' 
em; andenquir'd who they were. They f 
let me know they were honeſt Men, a0 
bout their lawful Buſineſs. I then cal{Þ"« 
led to them to come aſhore, for ther: 
was no body here that would hurt then 
They came aſhore, and a happy Meet 
ing it was for me. Upon 'Enquiry, | 
found that the Veſſels were the Di 
mond Man of War, and a Fleet unde 
his Convoy, bound to Jamaica, (man 
whereof ſhe had parted with in the lat 
'Storm) which by the Violence thered 
had been forc'd ſo far ſouthward ; and 
the Man of War wanting Water, by 
reaſon of the Sickneſs of her Men, whicl 
occaſion'd a great Conſumption of it 
had touch'd here, and ſent in the Br 
gantine to fetch off Water for her. M. 
Symonds, who at firſt kept at the oth: 
end of the Beech, about half a Mile cf 
| (left the three Men in the Boat ſhoull# 
refuſe to come aſhore, ſeeing two of! 
together) at length came up to us, an 
became a Sharer in my Joy, and yt 
not without ſome very conſiderable R 
luctance at the Thoughts of parting 
The Brigantine proved to be of San 
(within two or three Miles of my F. 


ther! 


je) her's Houſe) Capt. Dove Commander, 
Gentleman whom I knew. So now I 
Had the Proſpect of a direct Paſſage home. 


ney 
2 
cal 
ere 


or he had loſt a Hand, and needed me 


an O | 
ull of Casks, which they fill'd with Wa- 


* . 
bo carry d them off to her,” I had one 
Diffculty more to encounter with, 


"20 wept heartily. at parting ; but this 
i was forc'd to go thro” for the Joy of 
petting Home. 3 
Mo the latter end of March, 1725, we 
theme to ſail, and kept Company with 
e Man of War, who was bound to 


nd thro: the good Hand of GOD upon 


Re don Saturday Evening, the firſt of May; 
ineo Years, ten Months and fifteen 
Days, after I was firſt taken by the Pi- 
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[.fent off to Capt. Dove, to know if he 
zould give me a Paſſage home with him, 
nd he was very ready to comply with 
y Deſire ; and upon my going on board 
Wim, beſides the great Civilities he 
reated me with, he took me into pay; 


uppen his Place. The next Day the 
t War ſent her Long- Boat in, 


er, and put on board the Brigantine, 


hich was to take Leave of Mr. S monde, 


amaica : The firſt of April we parted, 


, came ſafe thro' the Gulf of Florida, 
o Salem Harbour, where we arriv'd 


are Low; and two Years, and near two 


H 2 Months 


% 
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Months after I had made my Eſcape 
from him upon Roatan Ifland. I. went 
the ſame Evening to my Father's Houſs, 
"where I was receiv'd, as one coming to 
them from the Dead, with all Imaging 
ble Surprize of Joy. 

Thus I have given you a ſhort Ac: 
count, how God has conducted me thro! 
a great Variety of Hardſhips and Dan. 
gers, and in all appear'd wonderfully f 
gracious to me. And TI cannot but take 
Notice of the ſtrange. Concurrence ot 
Divine Providence all along, in ſaving 
me {rom the Rage ofthe Pirates, and ] 
the Malice of the Spaniards, from the 
Beaſts of the Field, and the Monfter 
of the. Sea ; in keeping me alive amid 
ſo many Deaths, in ſuch a lonely and 
helpleſs Condition; and in bringing + 
bout my Deliverance; the laſt Articles 
whereof are as peculiarly remarkable a 
any; — I muſt be juſt then gone over i 
Bonacco; — a Storm muſt drive a F lee 
of Ships ſo far ſouthward ; — and thei 
Want of Water muſt oblige them to pul 
ip at the Ifland where I was ; — andi 
Veſſel bound to my own Home mul: 
come and take me in, —— Not unto Mel 
| and Means, but unto thy Name, O Lord," 

1 4 the Glory ! „ 
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„de were but in vain, as you have ſeen 


fg | 0 2 was; and while I con- 
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Mr. * WIR Me erritt's 


Esc4 pE from the PIRATES 5 
and his Sufferings till his Return 
Hom e. 


2 WAS * by the Pirate 
Low, in at Port Roſſaway, 
Nat the ſame Time my 
Kinſman Philip Afhton 


WH OA NEST \ * 
e tinu'd under Low's Cu- 


ſtody, was us d much as he was; and 
al my Intreaties of him to free me 


lomething of! in the foregoing Hiſtory 
H 3 80 


belong. 


go A Short Account of 
So that I ſhall not inlarge in telling hou ano 
it far d with me under the Firaces get 
Hands, but only give ſome ſhort Ac- ano 
count of the Manner of my Eſcape from] ved 
them, and what I met with afterwards, fifth 
till I arriv'd at Marble-Head, where If Bre 


Low had with him the Roſe Pink, the 
| Schooner, and a Sloop taken from one 
Pier of Briſtol, and was ſtanding away 
for Bonaviſta. I, who was on board the 
Schooner, had been greatly abuſed by 
an old Pirate, whom they call'd Jacob, 
but what his Sirname was, I know not: 
I deſir'd ſome that were upon occaſion 
going on board Low, to acquaint him 
how much I, was beat and abus'd by 
ald Jacob; they did ſo; and Low or- 
der'd me to be put on board the Sloop. 
Thus the Foundation of my Eſcape! 
was laid, and my Sufferings proved the 
Means of my Deliverance. Ms 
On board the Sloop there were nine us. 
Hands, (one of them a Portugueze) whom and 
Low had no Suſpicion of, but thought y 
he could truſt them as much as any Meni but 
he had; and when I-came on board, I} ty, 
made the. Tenth Man. We perceiv d} au; 
that the Sloop greatly wrong'd both the} 
Pink and Schooner ; and there were fix 
af us (as we found by ſounding one 

MT) N a another 


— ̃ on 


Nicnuoras MERRITT, Sc. gr 


another at a Piſtance) that wanted to 
get away. When we underſtood one 
another's Minds pretty fully, we reſol- 
ved upon an Eſcape. Accordingly, the 
fifth of September, 1722, a little after 


Deck, three of us ſix went forward, and 
three aft, and one John Rhodes, who 
was a ſtout Hand, ſtep'd into the Ca- 


bin, and took a couple of Piſtols in his 


Hands, and ſtood at the Cabin Door, 
and ſaid, If there were any that would 
go along with him, they ſnould be wel- 
come, for he deſign'd to carry the 


but if any Man attempted to make Re- 


five of us that wanted to gain our Li- 


"Y and ſtood away. 
1* 


s © Pint a Man, for a Day, and that very 
er 8 | 


* 
0 6 


* : 


. r — — — 
r * o — - 


Break of Day, all Hands being upon. 


Sloop home, and furrender himſelf; 


F ſtance, he ſwore he would ſhoot down 
he firſt Man that ftirr'd. There being 


berty, he was ſure of us; and as for 
the other four, they ſaw plainly it was 
in vain for them to attempt to oppoſe. 
eus. So we haled cloſe upon a Wind, 


When 'we parted with Low, we had 
MY but a very little Water aboard, and but 
Iwo or three Pieces of Meat among us: 
all; but we had Bread enough. We 
ae defign'd for England ; but our Want of 
ater was ſo great, being put to half 


muddy, 


ml 
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muddy and foul, from the Time we 
parted with Low, and meeting with no 
Veſſel of whom we could beg a Supply, 
that it made us come to a Reſolution to 
put in at the firſt Port; ſo we ſteer d 


for St. Michaels, where we arriv'd Sep- 


rember 26. 


So ſoon as we got in, we ſent a Man. 


or two aſhore, to inform who we were, 
and to get us ſome Proviſions and Was 


ter. The Conſul, who. was a French 


Proteſtant, with a Magiſtrate, and ſome 


other Officers, came on board us, to 


whom we gave an Account of our ſelves; 
and our Circumſtances.. The Conful 
told us, there ſhould not a Hair of our 
Heads be hurt. Upon. which we were 
all carry'd aſhore, and. examin'd before 
the Governor; but we underſtood no- 
thing of their Language, and could 
3 him no Anſwer, till one. Mr. 
Gould, a Linguiſt, was brought to us; 
and, upon underſtanding our Caſe, the 
Governor clear'd us. But the Cruſi- 
dore, a ſort of Super-intendant over 
the Ilnands, whoſe Power was ſuperior 
to the Governors, refus'd to clear us, 


and put. us in Goal, where we lay 24 


Hours. 


The next Day. we were brought nun- 


der Examination again, and then " | 
had 
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had for our Linguiſt one Mr. John 
Curre, who had formerly been in New- 
England. We gave them as full and di- 
ſtinct Account as we could, where, and 
when, we were ſeverally taken, and | 
how we had made our Eſcape from the 4! 
Pirates. They brought ſeveral Wit- 
neſſes (Portugreze) againſt us, as that we 
had taken them, and had perſonally 
been active in the Caption and Abuſe of 
them, which yet they agreed not in; 
only they generally agreed that they 
heard ſome of us curſe the Virgin. 
Mary, upon which the Cruſidore would 
have condemned us all for Pirates. But 
the Governor, who thought we had a- 
ted the honeſt Part, interpos'd on our 
Behalf, and faid, that it was very plain, 1 
That if theſe Men had been Pirates, Til! 
they had no need to have left Low, 18:1 
and under ſuch Circumſtanees, and. 
come in here, and reſign themſelves, as 
they did; they could have ſtaid with 
their old Companions, and have been 
eaſily enough ſupply'd with what they 

TE vanted ; whereas. their. taking the firſt 
Opportunity to get away from their 
Commander, and fo poorly, accommoda- 
ted, was a Proof to him, that we had 

no piratical Deſigns; and if he (the 

Cruſidore) treated us at this Rate, it 
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was the way to make us, and all that 
had the Unhappineſs.to fall into Pirates 
Hands, turn Pirates with them. Yet 


all he could ſay would not wholly fave. 


us, from the angry, Reſentments of the 
Cruſidore, who, we thought, was in- 
flam'd by the Portuguexe that was among 
us. So he committed us all to Priſon a- 
gain, me with three others to the Ca- 
ſtle, the reſt to another Priſon at ſome; 


conſiderable Diftance off: And ſo much 


Pains was, taken to ſwear us out of our 
Lives, that J altogether deſpair'd of 


eſcaping, the Death of a Pirate; till a 
Gentleman, Capt. Littleton, (if J miſtake | 


not) told.,me it was not in their Power 
to hang ,us, and this comforted. me. a 
little. 


In this Priſon we ay 3 about four 


Months, where, at firſt, we had tolera- 
ble Allowance, of ſuch as it was, for our 


Subſiſtence; but after three Months *.* | 
O01 


they gave us only one Meal a-da 
Cabbage, Bread, and Water, boi i. to- 
gether, which they call Soop. This 
very ſcanty Allowance put us. out of 
Temper, and made us reſolve, rather 


than ſtarve, to break Priſon, and pals 


head againſt the Portugueze, and g 


ſome Victuals; for Hunger will * 
dye Stone Walls. The Governor un- 
derftandingl 


dei 
ſid 
no 
and 
Ur 
key. 
to t 
to 1 
Priſ 
whe! 
an F 
US d. 
Our 
ter t 
Ur 
ment, 


falſe 


W itil h. 


[ had 
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derſtanding how we far'd, told the Cru- 
ſidore that we ſhould ſtay in his Priſon 
no longer, as the Caſtle peculiarly was; 
and greatly aſſerted our Cauſe, and 
urg'd we might be ſet at Liberty; but 
the Cruſidore would not hearken as yet 
to the clearing us, tho' he was forc'd 
to remove us from- the Caſtle, to the 
Prifon in which our Comrades were, 
where after they had allow'd us about 
an Hour's Converſe together, they put 
us down into cloſe Confinement; tho 
our Allowance was a ſmall Matter bet- 
ter than it had been. 8 

Under all this Difficulty of Impriſon- 
ment, ſhort Allowance, and hard+Fare, 
falſe Witneſſes, and Fear, left I ſhould 
fill have my Life taken from me, (when 
had flatter'd my ſelf, that if I could 
but once ſet Foot upon a Chriſtian Shore, 
mould be out of the Reach of Dan- 
ger) J had a great many uneaſy Refle- 
ions. I thought no body's Caſe was 
Wo hard as mine; firſt to be taken by 
Witte Pirates, and threaten'd with Death 
Wor not joining with them; to be for- 
ed away, and ſuffer many a drubbing 
Wont among them for not doing as they 
ould have me; to be in Fears of Death 
Wor being among them, if we ſhould be 
Witen by any ſuperior Force; and now 
A | = 8 
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that I had deſignedly, and with Joy, Þ tz 
made my Eſcape from them, to be im- I | 
-priſon'd, and threaten'd with the Hal- the 
ter. Thought 1, When can a Man be P/ 
ſafe? he muſt look for Death to be || har 
found among Pirates; and Death ſeems Hi 
as threatning, if he eſcapes from them. mo, 
Where is the Juſtice of this! It ſeem'd I ver; 
an exceeding Hardſhip to me. Yet it %% 
made me reflect, with Humility I hope, I ei. 
on the Juſtice of GOD in ſo puniſhinged 
of me for my Tranſgreſſions; for tho ba, 
the tender Mercies of Man ſeem'd to lv 
be Cruelty, yet I could not but ſee the % 
Mercy and Goodnefs of GOD to me, Muc 
not only in ꝓuniſning me leſs than I de- Nie. 
ſerv'd, but in preſerving me under ma- % / 
ny and ſore Temptations, and at length | 
delivering me out of the Pirates Hands: I“ 5 
And I had ſome Hopes that GO DHC 
would yet appear for me, and bringſÞ 7c 
me out of my Diſtrefs, and ſet my Feet :, 
in a large Place. n 
I thought my Caſe was exceedingly{'*s, : 
like that of the Pſalmiſt, and the Medi- out 
ration on ſome Verſes in the X XXV Vith t 
_ Pſalm was a peculiar Support to me: s a 
thought I night ſay with him, Falſe). 1 
Witneſſes did riſe up; they laid to nPiſten 
Charge things that I knew not; they reward bougl 
ed me Evil for Good, But as for me, when" 
3 - the) 
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they were taken, (tho I don't remember 
I had. ever ſeen the Faces of any of 
them then) I humbled my ſelf, and my 
107 returned into my un Boſom; # be- 
hav'd my., ſelf as though they had been my. 
Friends ; ; Tbow'd down heavily, as one that 
mourneth for his Mother ; but in my Ad- 


verſity. they rejoyced, aud gather 4 e | 104 
letves together againſt me; ; Jea, they open d . 
their Mouth wide aga ao me, — they guaſh- Wil 
ed upon me with their Teeth, and ſaid, aba, 


aha, our Eye hath ſeen it; — ſo would we 
Bae it. But, Lord, bow long wilt v hon 
ok on? Preſerve m hm Soul from their De- 
| 2 ; let not them 2 85 are mine 505 


W as „ 


Wet them not '7Ejojce, over me, — wy, 1: 12 
c tive thee thanks in the great Congregation, TY vl 
Tongue ſhall ſpeak of thy Righteouſueſs, HY 
- 4 thy. Praiſe, all the Day long. | M4 
In the midſt of all my, other Calami- ; 1 
Mes, aſter I had been in this Priſon a- 
* bout two Months, I was taken down 
thvith the Small-pox, and this to be ſure 
vas a very great Addition to my Mile- 
Jy. 1, knew, well how we dreaded this 
1 Ditemper in my own, Country; and, 
70 fought I, how can I PPſlibly. elcaps 
penWvith Life ? To be ſeiz d with it, in a 


be) 1 P riſon, 
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Priſon, where J had no Help, no Phy- I p! 
ſician, nor any Proviſion ſuitable there- th 
to; only vpon my firſt being taken 1 In 
ſent word of it to the Conſul, who was || ga 
ſo kind as to fend ſome Bundles of I me 
-Straw for me to lie upon, inftead of the Þ thi 
hard Stones, which as yet had been my | vin 
Lodging, and the Portuguexe gave me in 
ſome Brandy, and Wine and Water, to] dri. 
drive out the Pock. I was exceedingly ano 
dejected, and had nothing to do but to fata 
commit my ſelf to the Mercy of GOD, Me: 
and prepare my ſelf for Death, which 
ſeem'd to have laid hold upon me; for 
which way ſoever 1 look d, I could ſee A 
nothing but Death in ſuch a Diftemper, vas 
under fluch Circumſtances; and I could Time 
fee the Portuguexe how they ſtar'd upon and ( 
me, look'd ſad, and ſhook their Heads ed, 
which told me their Apprehenſions Mon: 
that I was a dead Man. Yet 1 had thin 7: 
Comfort, that it was better to die thuffhd h 
by the Hand of G O D, than to die ¶Houſe 
vile Death by the Hand of Man, as iy, an 
J had been one of the worſt of MalefaſſſTung 
Ctors. 1 „. 
But after all, it pleas'd'GOD in HY Whi 
wonderful Goodneſs ſo to order it, there 1 
the Pock came out well, and fill'd kinqq bund 
1y, and then I had the Comfort of ſe I me 
ing ſome of the Portuguexe look mo Jun 
| pleaſanl 
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pleaſant, and hearing them ſay, in 4 
their Language, that it was a good ſort. 10 
In about five or ſix Days the Pock be- Wl! 
gan to turn upon me, and then it made nh 
me very ſick, and at times I was ſome- i 1 
thing out of order in my Head; and ha- 4 
ving no Tender or Watcher, I got up 4 
in the Night to the Pail of Water to 4 
drink, which at another time, and in 1 
another Place, would have been thought th 
fatal to me; but GOD, infinite in 1 
Mercy, prevented my receiving any 164 
Hurt thereby, and rais'd me up from hi 
mis Sickneſs. „ i 
After I recover'd of this Illneſs, 1 | 14 
was but in a weak Condition for a long Lt. 


Elime, having no other Nouriſhment 
and Comfort, than what a Goal afford- 
ed, where I ftill lay for near three 
Months longer. At length, ſometime . 
iin Fizze, 1923, I was taken out of Goal, 
ind had the Liberty of the Conſul's 
Houſe given me, who treated me kind- 
% and did not ſuffer me to want any: 

ang that was neceſſary for my Sup- 

port. Te . 

While I was at Liberty, I underſtood i 
ere was one John Welch, an Jriſbman, i 
Wound to Licbhon, whom I deſir'd to car-= 4 
eme -thither. And in the latter end Wh il 
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o June I ſet fail in him for Lisbon, ö ll. 
1 ̃ 114 where HY 
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where we arriv'd about the middle of 
July, after we had been 21 Days upon 
the Paſſage, When J had got to Lisbon, 
being almoſt naked, I apply'd my ſelf 
to the Envoy, told him my Condition, 
and deſir'd him to beftow ſome old 
Cloaths upon me. But he (good Man!) 
ſaid to me, that as I had run away from 
the Pirates, 1 might go to work for my 
Support, and provide my ſelf with 
Aloaths as well as could. And T found 
E muſt do ſo, for none would he give 
me. I had nothing againſt Working, 
bur I ſhould have been glad to have 
been put into a working Garb ; for ! 
was ſenſible it would be a conſiderable 
while before I could purchaſe me any 
Cloaths, becauſe Welch play'd me ſuch 
an Triſh Trick, that he would not re- 
leaſe me, unleſs I promis'd to give him 
the firſt N bi dere 1 got by my Labour; 
tho' I had wrought for fin all the Pal- 
ſage over, and he knew my poor Cir- 
cumſtances: However, when J came to 
ſail for Neu-Exgland, Welch was better 
than his Word, and forgave me the 
Moidore, after I had been at the Labout 
of unloading his Veſſel. 
I.! -ſpent ſome time in Lisbon; at 
length 1 heard there was one Capt. Skile- 
Lorne bound to Neu- England, wich Wan 


N — 
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I took my Paſſage home; who cloathed 
me for my Labour in my Paſſage. We 
tonch'd in at Madera, and arriv'd at 
Boſton upon Wedneſday September 25,1723. 
and J at my Father's Houſe in Marble 
Head the Saturday after. 

So has GOD been with me in ſix - 


Troubles, and in ſeven. He has ſuf- 


fer'd no Evil to come- nigh me. He 


has drawn me out of the Pit, redeem'd” - 


my Life from Deſtruction, and crown'd 
me with Loving-kindneſs and tender 


Mercies. Unto Him be the OTE for 
erer. Amen. 


Nichoĩ As Marat, jun. 
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IF it be ſo, our GOD, - whom we ſieve, 
#5 able to deliver us from the burning 


Fiery Furnace, and He will deliver us 
out * a Hand, O King. 


-E Wire here be us 
the remarkable Hiſtory 


; 5 who were carry'd away 
e captive by the Chaldeans, 
into © Dabiden, The haughty Nebuchad- 


#eZ2ar had caus'd an Image of wonde- 


« | rous 


> of what befel Three 
| Young Men of the Jews, 


— — 
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Tous Stature to be made of Gold, and. 
paſs'd a ſevere Decree, that all Men, 
upon hearing the - muſical Inſtruments, 
which he order'd to be ſounded at certain 
Times, ſhould fall down and worſhip the 


golden Image, upon pain of their being 


caſt into a Fiery Furnace, The three 


Jewiſh Worthies, Shagrach, Meſhach, and 
Abed-nego, ſteadily .adner'd to the Wor- 


ſhip of the true GOD of Iſrael, the 
G OD of their Fathers, and, in Com- 
pliance with his Commands, abhor'd. 
ſuch groſs Idolatry, and therefore, not- 
withſtanding the heavy Penalty annex- 
ed to the Perſian Edict, utterly refus'd 
to bow the Knee, and give any religious 
to the golden Image which 
Some of 
the bigotted Cha/deans, obſerving that 
theſe three young Men neglected to com- 
ply with the King's Command, accus d 
them to his Majeſty of Contempt of his 
Royal Authority, and Breach of his 
Imperial Edict, ſaying, ver. 1 2. Theſe 
Men, O King, have not regarded thee, they - 
ſerve not thy gods, nor worſhip the golden 
Image which thou haſt ſet up. Upon which 
Nebuchadnez2ar was kindled into Fury, 
to think that any from among the poor 
Captives of the Jews, and theſe young 
Men, ſhould dare to take upon them 


- Worſhip 
NMebuchadnex zar had ſet up. 


do 
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to govern themſelves more by the Di- 
Rates of their own Minds, inform'd by 
the Law of the GOD of Iſrael, than by 
his Royal Will and Pleaſure, and un- 
der the” Pretence of Conſcience, refuſe 
to obey his Command, which: enjoyned 
the religious Worſhip of- what he ac- 
counted his God, on pain of his higheſt 
Diſpleaſure ; he immediately ſends for 
chen, and. haſtily, and angrily queries 
with them, for their. audacious Con- 
tempt of kim: : I it true, O Shadrach, 
Meſhach, and Abed-nego ? Do ye not ſerve 
my gods ? And he aſſures them, that if 
they did not worſhip his gods, they 
ould be caſt the ſame Hour into the midſt 
of a burning fiery Furnace. Such- a quick 
Riddance was he reſolv'd to make of all 
that dar'd to diſſent from his eftabliſh- 
ed Religion! And who is that God (faid 
that haughty reh) that ſpall deliver 
you out of my hands? 

The three devout youns Men anſwer 
him with a truly heroick Spirit, and 
Fortitude of Mind, becoming them as 
Men, and as thoſe. that fear'd the 
LORD GOD of Heaven ; O-Nebuchad- 
ner xar, ſaid they, we are not careful to 
anſwer Thee in this Matter ; as if they 
had ſaid, Sir, we are in your Hands, 
you may do with us what you pleaſe, 5 
w e 
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we are not much concern'd what out- 


ward Torment you ſhall inflict upon us; 


we are ready to ſuffer any Penalty, ra- 
ther than renounce the True GOD, 
and turn to the worſnipping of Idols; 


we have plac d our Hope and Truſt in 


the Living JEHOVAH, and doubt not 
His Protection and Favour; for, as in 
my Text, Init be ſo, that is, if thou 


ſnouldſt caſt us into the fiery Furnace, 


yet, our God whom ve ſerve, is able to de- 
liver us from the burning fiery Furnace, aud 
He will deliver us out of thine Hand, 0 
Ring; but if not, (as it follows in the 
next Verſe) if our GO D do not ſee 
Cauſe. to deliver us out of the Furnace, 
vet (ſuch their Faith and Truſt in 


60, and Refolutions for His Service, 


rhat they could ſay) be it kyown unto thee, 
8 that we will not ſerve thy gods, 


nor worſhip the golden Image, which thou haſt: 


ſet up. Such their Reſolution , that 
they had rather undergo any Death, 
than wilfally fin againſt GO D; and 


their Hope and Truſt in Him was 


grounded. upon His Infinite and. Al- 
mighty Power to help them, and. His 


Goodneſs and Mercy to them in the 


Concluſion, whatever they were call d 
de ſuffer for His Sake. 


Prom 


ge 
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From the Words I ſhall obſerve _ 
general Truth, vix. / 


DOCT. THAT Gt D is able to 
deliver them that ſewve Kim, from the 
greateſt of Enemies and Dangers 


What a fignal Inſtance have we of 104 
the Power of GOD, and His Ability 
and Readineſs to deliver them that 
ſerve Him, in theſe three Children of 
the Captivity, whoſe memorable Sto 
is before us. The Anſwer of Shadrach, 
Meſbach, and Abed-nego, put Nebuchad- ”- | 
nez zur into ſuch a Rage that he could — 14 
not contain himfelf, ' The Viſage of bis AE 
Ountenance was chang 45 he appear d all Y | 

Wrath and Fury; and that the Furnace it 
| night be like himſelf, and make a tho- 
rough Difpatch of them, He command 
ed Tor they * ſhould heat the Furnace one ſe= 
i ven times hotter than it was wont to be 
„beate; and left! there ſhould be any 
poſſible Way left for their Eſcape out 
Jof the vehemently heated Furnace, He 
- & commanded the moſt mighty Men that were 
SY it his Army, to bind Shadrach, Meſbach, 
e 
d 


and Abed-nego, ant to caft them, ſo bound 
in their Cloaths, into the burning fiery 
Furnace ; and ſo overheated was the 
Furnace, that thoſe that did the Office 


of ql. 
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ef caſting them into it, were /lain bythe 

Flame of the Fire, upon their Approach 
only to the Verge of it; and yet after 
all, ſee the wonderful Power and Good- 
xeſs of GOD to them that ſerve Him, 
Ne is able to deliver, and He will deli- 
ver; for tho” thoſe three Men fell down 
bound into the Furnace, yet God quench- 
ed the raging of the Fire, and ſuffer'd 
it not to hurt tliem, to the Afonifhment 
of Nebuthadnezzar, and all about him; 


for while he ſat to glut his Eyes with 


beholding how the Flame would con- 
ſume thoſe that dar'd to diſpute his 
Authority, and diſobey his Word, he 
is ſurpriz d with the amazing Spectacle, 
that thoſe whom he had caſt bound into 
the midft of the Fire, were looſe, walk- 
ing in the midſt of the Fire, without ha- 
ving receivd any Hurt, with a Fourth 
Perſon walking among them, the. Form 
f whom was like the Son of God. Upon 
ſuch an aſtoniſing Si ght e 
zar is poſſeſs d with. _ Awe and 
Dread key the GO D of Shadrach, Me- 
Hach, and Abed-nego, and a Veneration 
for their Perſons ; and now in Reſpe& 
to them, he comes himſelf nearer to the 
Mouth of the Furnace, and calls upon 
them, Te Servants of the moſt High God, 
come th, and come hither; and in the 

3 Preſence 
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preſence of all his Nobles came forth Wil 
theſe three Men, upon whoſe Bodies the 40 
Fire had no Power, nor was an Hair of Will! 
their Head cinged, neither were their Coats i | 
changed, nor the Smell of Fire had paſsd g- 
on them, The Account of which we have 190 4 
in the latter Part of the Chapter where | 
my Text is. a : 4 

A like notable Inſtance of the Divine 1 
Power, to protect and deliver the Ser- 1 


rants of GOD, we have in Daniel, an- | 

other of the Children of the Captivity ; = 

the Hiſtory of which we have in the } | 
” 


Vith Chapter of Daniel. | | 
Darius, the Emperor of Perſin and 1 
Media, had ſet 120 Princes over his "i" 
kingdom, at the Head of whom he had 1 
plac'd three Preſidents, and made Da- — 
iel, a Jewiſh Captive, Chief among 1 
chem; which greatly excited the Indig- th | 
nation and Envy of the ſeveral Princes, Will 
co ſee a Captive preferr'd before them; nl 
IInſomuch that they enter'd into a Com- mY 
d bination to take him off; but knowing 41 
the King's Fondneſs for him, they ſaw =. 
it would be in vain for them to attempt Wil 


to remove him out of the Way by their 
own Power, and therefore they more 
politickly cover'd their malicious De- 
ligns, and narrowly watch'd all his Mo- 
tions, that, if poſſible, they might find 

= = ſome- 
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ſomewhat whereof to accuſe him to the 
King, of want of Fidelity, or Male- 
Adminiſtration. After a long Time of 
envious Obſervation, they find Daniel 
preſerv'd a ſteady Allegiance to his So- 
vereign, and prudently manag d the Af- 
fairs of- Government committed to his 
Truſt, ſo that there was no Hopes of 
their picking any Matter of juſt Accu- 
ſation out of ſo wiſe and faithful a Ser- 
vant; and therefore they have Recourſe 
to a Stratagem which they doubted not 
would ſucceed to their Wiſn. They 
remember d, that tho' Daniel was thus 
advanc'd in the Perſian Court, yet he was 
born and educated in the Jews Religion, 
and was ſtill a ſtrict Worſhiper of the 
GOD of Iſrael. This they were re- 
ſolv'd to improve againſt him; and 
therefore, under the fair Pretence of 
doing a great Honour to their Sove- 
reign, a Bill is brought in, and paſſes 
among them, That whoever ſhall ask a Pe- 
tition of any God, or Man, for thirty Days, 
ſave of King Darius, ſhould be caſt into the 
Dex -of Lions, This they bring to the 
King, and pray his ſigning of it, that it 
may paſs into a firm Decree, according t0 
the Law of the Medes and Perſians, which 
altereth not. The King was eaſily taken 
with the Flattery, and readily ſigns = 
| II. 


ll 
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Bill, And now they thought themſelves 
ſare of the Prey ; and ſhould have this 


Pleaſure added to their Revenges, to ſee 


their Royal Maſter, who ſo highly ho- 
nour'd Danzel, as haſtily pull him down 
and deſtroy him. They had not waited 
long before they find Daniel, according 


to his daily Cuſtom, upon his Knees, 


praying and giving Thanksto the God of 
Heaven, notwithſtanding the eſtabliſn'd 
Decree ; and now they run haſtily to 
the King, and mind him of the Decree, 


and inform him that his Favourite Daniel 


deſpis'd his Authority, and contemn'd 
his Edict, and dar'd, notwithſtanding 
the Severity of it, to make his-Petition 
three times a-day. The King now faw 


himſelf caught in the Snare, and- his 


faithful Servant Daniel likely to periſh, 
and therefore in great Concern for him 


he labour d till the going down of the Sun, 


to deliver him from their Rage, but all 


in vain, (fo weak is the Power of earth- 


ly Monarchs) for the envious Courtiers 


are but ſo much the more enraged, the 


more the-King pleaded to fave him, and 
growing mad and inſolent, ſay to him, 
Know, O King, that the Law of the Medes 
and Per ſians is, that no Decree nor Statute, 


which the King eſtabliſheth, may be changed; 


and thus at length they extort from 
7 theix 
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their Sovereign a Command, againſt 
his Will, that Daniel ſhould te caſt into 


the Den of Lions, And yet ſee how won- 


derouſly GOD deliver'd him. The 


King, Ih had paſs'd the Night with- 


out Sleep, in a dance Reflection 
upon the Loſs of ſo valuable a Servant, 
came very early the next Morning to 


the Den, and cry'd out, O Daniel, Ser- 
want of the living Ged. is thy God, "whom 


thou ferveft contiaually, able to deliver thee 


trom the Lions? Then Dauiel anſwer'd the 


King, and ſaid, O King, live for ever; 
My God hath ſent bis Angels, and hath ſhut 


hs Lions Mouths, that they have not hurt. 


me; fo Daniel was taken up out of the Den, 


and no manner of Hurt was found upon 


him, becauſe hte believ'd in his God. 


in theſe Inſtances has GO D made. 


His Power to be known, that He is a- 


ble to deliver thoſe that fear him; and 
ſo great an Enemy as Nebuchadnexæ ur, 
and ſo terrible a Danger as a ſevenfold 
heated Furnace, could not prevent the 
Deliverance of the. three Children ; nor 
ſo many potent Adverſaries as the. 


Princes of Perſia, and the Law in Con- 


junction with them, and ſo horrid a 


Danger as a Den of hungry Lions, 


could not make a Prey of Daniel, but 


GOD could, and did deliver thoſe His 
Servants 
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Servants out of the Hands of them 1 
=_ . HEELS, 1 

I will only a little further illuſtrate 1 
and confirm the doctrinal Truth, by — 
mentioning a few things briefly, and "1 
then paſs into the Improvement. "| 

1. All Power belongeth unto GOD, fo 1 
that He is able to do whatſoever he pleaſeth. = 
To GOD belongs the Power of Right Ui 
and Authority to rule and govern his 1 


Creatures, and all their Actions; for 4 
they are all the Workmanſhip of his hi 1 
Hands. He is the great Creator, and 0 
therefore the moſt high Poſſeſſor, or 


Lord Proprietor of Heaven, and of nt 
Earth. Pſal. XCV. 3, 4, 5. The Lord is W 
a great God, and a great King above all "| 


gods; in his Hands are the deep Places 
of the Earth, the Strength of the Hills is his 
%; the Sea is his; and the Reaſon is, 

Ihe made it, and His Hands formed the 


Ia Land. CT 8 | 

E But then GO D-has an Infinity of 4 
Power or Strength to perform his Plea- 1 
> ſare. Men may have a Right to rule, — 


end yet may want Strength to defend 

1 chemſelves from a ſucceſsful Invaſion 

„ upon their Right, by a bold and more 1 

t potent Uſurper. But GOD has all Mit! 
 Efower in his own Hands, fo that he is | 

s. able to defend himſelf againſt the united 
= — 3 Force 4 
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Force of all Creatures, and to accom- 
pliſn his Pleaſure againſt all poſſible 


Oppoſition. Hence we read, Job IX. 


19. If I ſpeak of ſtrength, lo, He is ſtrong ; 


and ver. 4. He is mighty in ſtrength. So 
that whatever GO D wills to do, that 
he is able to do; that is to ſay, all that 


is poſſible to be done, and that not on- 
ly by Means and Infiruments, but by 
Almighty Power. When therefore at 
any time we read in the Scripture, that 

' GOD cannot do ſo or ſo, it does not 


intend that there is any want of any, 


the leaſt poſſible Meaſure or Degree 


of Power in GOD, but it means that 


the thing it ſelf is impoſſible to be done; 


and that either from the Contradicori- 


neſs of the Nature of things, as a thing 


cannot be True, and Falſe, at the ſame 
Time, and in the fame Reſpect; or 
from the Contradictorineſs of things to 
the Nature and Perfections of GOD. 
Hence 'tis ſaid, that it is impoſſible for 
GOD to lie, becauſe this 1s contrary 
to the Perfections of his Nature: But 
all that comes within the Verge of a 
Poſſibility, and rhat not ro finite, but to 
infinite Power, that GOD is able to 
perform, for he is the Lord Almighty; 
and can any thing be too hard for the 
Almighty 2 How then would he be Al- 

| mighty? 


— 
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mighty? Tho' it be true, that God may 
not, or rather will not, do all that is 


poſſible to be done, yet the Reaſon of 
this is to be fetch'd from his own Sove- 
reign Will and Pleaſure, which is un- 


controulable by any thing out of him- 
ſelf; for whatſoever he. willeth to do, 
he has Power ſufficient to enable him 
to execute his Purpoſe. So that the 
Power and Ability of God is infinite, 


nor can any thing ſet Limits thereto but 
his own Will. Hence he ſays, Ja. xlvi. 
10. My counſel ſhall ſtand, I will do all my 


plesſure. 


2. Hence, GOD is able to over rule all 
the Enemies of his Servants, and prevent the 
Dangers that threaten them. For ſeeing 


the Power of God is infinite, it is con- 


ſequently extenſive over all things; the 
Hoſts of Heaven, Earth and Sea, are 
at his Command, and he, is an over- 
match for their united Strength. This 
Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges, when he 
ſaw how wonderfully God had deliver'd 


the three Children out of his Hands, 


and from the Violence of the Fire, : 
Dan. III. 29. I make a decree, ſays he, | 


that every people and nation, and language, 
which ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt ihe God 


o Shadrach, Meſpach, and Abed-nego, ſhall - 
be cut in pieces, aud rheir houſes fhall be 


3 made 
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made a dunghill, becauſe there is no other 
God that can deliver after this fort. 

| Yea, God has the Hearts as well as 
the Hands of all Men under his Go- 
vernment, and can turn them as he 
pleaſes; Prov. XXI. 1. The king's heart 
is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers 
of Water, He iurneth it whitherſoever he 
| will. God has the Hearts of the great- 


eſt and mightieſt of Men in his Cuſto- 


dy, they are at his Diſpoſal, he go- 
verns them by his Power, and can turn 
them at his Pleaſure ; ſo that when they 
ſet themſelves to do Miſchief unto his 
Servants, he can lay Reſtraints upon 
their Luſts and Paſſions ; when they 
are full ef Malice and Rage, he can 
prevent their Malice, and extinguiſh 
their Rage, and make them to ſhew 
Ads of Kindneſs, inſtead of doing Hurt 
to them that ſerve him. Thus when 
Eſau came forth with an armed Band 
againft Jacob, (moſt probably with In- 
tentions to wreak his Revenges upon 
him) yet how ſoon did God over-rule 
him, that of an Enemy he became a 
Friend, and inſtead of hurting, offers, 
either with his whole Band to condud 
him, that no Adverſary might annoy 
him, or at leaſy to leave ſome of his 


Forces with him, to aſſiſt him in driving 
his 
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his Cattle, and in the carrying of his. 
little ones and Goods, See Geneſis, ch. 


XXXII and XXXIII. 


Thus God is able to ſtay the Hands 


of their Enemies, when they are lifted 


up to ſmite them, or can wither them 


in a Moment. When a Pharaoh is tet 


upon afflicting and vexing his People, 


and will not let them, go to ſerve him, 
he is able to ſend his Plagues upon ſuch 
an implacable Enemy, till he is glad 


to get rid of them, and hurry 8 a- 
way to the Service of their God: If he 


purſue after them with his armed Forces, 


purpoſing in his Rage to cut them off 
Root and Branch; all his mighty Power, 
with utmoſt ſeeming Advan rages attend= 


Ing them, ſhall not be able to hurt them; 


Wall for the ſafe Paſſage of his Iſrael, 


wer Pharaoh and his E ooptiaes, and de- 


roy them all in a Moment. 


ngent to us, and we are not able to 
dreſee and provide againſt them, yet 
0d has the abſolute Command of all. 

Contin- 


tor God is able to knock off his Chariot 
Wheels, and ſtop him in his Courſe; 
be is able to bring the Waters of the 
dea, which parted, and ſtood up as a 


Thus God is able to over- rule the 
Vangers that threaten his Servants. 
lho' threatning Dangers may be con- 


P : 
5 
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Contingencies ; they are all known unto * 
him, and by his Power he rules and 
governs them as he pleaſes; or if the : 
Dangers that threaten are the natural 1 
Reſult of ſecond Cauſes, and we ſee | | 
them a coming, but can diſcern no poſ- || © 
ſible Way of eſcaping them, yet GOD 
can over-rule ſecond Cauſes, he can ſtop It 
their Motions and Operations, ſuſpend F ?” 
their Influences and Vigour, as he 
quenched the raging of the Fire, and 
ſtopped the Mouths of Lions; or he can 
give quite another Turn to them; he 
can cauſe the Sun to go backward, as 
well as to ſtand ſtill on Gibeon, and by 
one or other is able to deliver them that 


ſerve him. 2 „ 
3. GOD is able to eſtabliſb and fulfil hi 
Purpoſe againſt al the Counſels and Pure 
ſes of Men. For the Lord Almighty has 
none to ſtand in Competition with him 
to equal and rival him in Power andy 
Dominion; and therefore tho' the Ene 
mies of his People look never ſo big 
and ſwell never ſo much with Envy an 
Rage, though they enter into Combina 
tion and take Counſel together, projet 
their Schemes never ſo nicely, and la 
their Plots never ſo deep, yet all fign! 
fies nothing before the Arm of ti 
mighty God of Jacob; for he is able i}: 


cCountel 


People from all Danger. rr 
counterwork their Deſigns; as he can 
ſpie out the hidden Works of Darkneſs, 
and diſcover the (otherwiſe inſcrutable) 
Devices in the Heart of Man, ſo he is a- 
ble to fruſtrate them, and bring them all 
to noughitꝭ; He can take the Crafty in 
their own Craftineſs, and make them 
that ſeek the Hurt of his People to fall 


into the Pit which they have digged ſor 
them : The Counſel of the Lord that ſhall 


fraud, and the Thoughts of his Heart unto 


Lord that ſhall ſtand. In vain do any 

attempt to 'fet themſelves againſt the 
© Purpoſes of God; never any harden'd 
himſelf againſt God, and proſper'd. 
a Who is that God that ſhall deliver out 
mo my Hands? ſaid haughty Nebuchad- 
nd zzz ar. Vain Man! how weak are 
thy Purpoſes, when the Almighty mean- 


the three Worthies in the ſeven- fold 


in heated fiery Furnace, ſhall his Counſel 
* forth his Word, and the Fire loſeth its 


gn! Power to hurt, and his Servants are 
i delivered; our God is able to deliver 


e us. This Nebuchadne xx ar himſelf is for- 
no — —_ ced 


all generations, Pſal. XXXIII. 11. And 

hence alſo the wiſe Man tells us, Prov. 
XIX. 21. There are many devices in a 
man's heart; nevertheleſs, the counſel of the 


eth not ſo 2 Tho' he reſolv'd to conſume. 


tand? No, the Lord of Hoſts gives 


5 
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ced to acknowledge, Dan. IV. 24, 35. 
| The moſt High, whoſe domi nion is an ever- 
laſting dominion. —— He doth according to his 

Lill in the armies of Heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth, und none can 


ſtay his hand, or ſay unto lim, what doeſt 


Thou 2 And thus Darius confeſſeth to 


the Glory of God, after Daniel's Eſ- 


cape from the Lions Den, Dan. VI. 26, 
27. He is the living God, and ſtedfaſt for 
ever, and his kingdom that which ſhall not 


be deſtroyed, — He delivereth and reſcueth, 
and he worketh figns and wonders in Heu- 
ven, and in Earth, In ſhort, God is ir- 


reſiſtible in his Counſels and Deſigns, 
and there is no controuling him in his 
Ways: If he will work, who ſhall let him. 


None ever ſucceeded in any miſchie- 


vous Intention to deſtroy any one Ser- 
vant of God, when he meant to deliver 
him. N 

4. Tig eaſy with GOD to deliver his 
Servants from Enemies and Dangers. Thoſe 
things that are hard and difficult to the 


united Force of all Creatures, are light 
and eaſy with God; yea, that which is 


impoſſible to Creatures, as exceeding 
the utmoſt Reach of their Power and 
Strength, 1s no ways hard and difficult 
to the Almighty : As the Angel ſaid 
to Abraham, Gen. XVIII. 14. J any thing 

t00 
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too Hard for the Lord! He is the Lord 
Almighty, and can any thing be too 
hard for Almighty Power? It may be 


too hard for finite limited Power, but it 


can't be too hard for N Power 
to deliver them that ſerve God, out of 


the extremeſt Dangers, and from the 


moſt potent Enemies. It was eaſy with 


God to create a World out of Nothing, 


He did but ſpeak the Word, Let there 


be ſuch a World, ſo and ſo modified, 


adorned and inhabited, and his Word 

is obeyed immediately: And how eaſy 
chen is it with that God to whom crea- 
„ting Power belongs, to work Delive- 
rance for his People? Here, 


the Circumſtances of their Diſtreſs ma 
be ſo peculiarly intricate and perplex'd, 


and the crafty Devices of their Enemies 


is | hidden and encreas'd, that they can 
ſe ſee no poſſible Way of their eſcaping, 


ne yet God can eaſily find out an un- 


ht I thought of Method, and in an untrod- 


is den Path, which no Vultur's Eye hath 


ng diſcover'd, to come and ſave them. 


nd When the Children of Ammon, Moal, 


ult and Mount Ser, combin'd againſt Ju- 
dah in the Days of Jehoſbaphat, the 
en weak 


1. How eafily can GOD find out the pro- 
per Methods to deliver his Servants ! Tho 
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weak Powers of Judah were no ways 
ſufficient to cope with the ſuperior 
Force of their Enemies, nor could they 


deviſe any politick Method, any Slight 
Or Stratagem, by which they could hope 


to eſcape the Deſtruction that threat- 

ned them: Ve have no might againſt this | 
great company, that cometh againſt us, nei- | 
ther know wwe what to do, ſay they; ſo | 


that they could ſee no Poſſibility of eſ- 
caping, ſeeing they had neither Power 
to withſtand them, nor Art and Skill to 


evade the coming Blow; and yet, when | 
their Eyes are to the Lord, and their | 


Hope and Truſt is pla&'d in him, how 


eaſily does God find out a new and un- 
thought of Method for their Delive- 


rance, by ſetting their Adverfaries at 


Variance among themſelves, till in the 


Heat and Fury of their Jealouſy and 
Rage they had devour'd one another, 


and left a rich and unguarded Camp 


an eaſy Prey to the Men of Judah. The 
Hiſtory of which we have in the ſecond 
of Chronicles, Chap. XX. And thus, 
when Haman was maliciouſly bent to re- 
venge the Affront he thought he had re- 
ceiv'd from Mordecai, not only upon 
him perſonally, but all his Nation and 
People with him, and had made the 

Fig Slaugh- 
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Slaughter of the Jeus ſure, as one would 


have been ready to think, by the Roy- 
al Edict devoting them to Deſtruction; 
what poſſible Way was there left (hu- 
manly ſpeaking) for this poor, captiva- 


ted, deſpiſed People, to eſcape the uni- 


verſal Deſolation that was haſtening 


upon them? and yet how wonder fully 
and unexpectedly did God find out a 


Way, in the very nick of Time, to 
involve Haman and his ten Sons in the 
Deſtruction deſigned for Mordecai, and 


thoſe that confederated with him a= 
gainſt the Jews, in the fame Ruin that 


was deſign'd for them, while Mordecat 
and his People eſcap'd. See the Hiſtory 


of it in the Book of Efther. Thus God 


can make the Stars to fight in their 
Courſes; againſt his Peoples Enemies, 
and the Ordinances of Heaven to con- 
tribute to the Deliverance of his S:1- 
A vants. | 
2. How eaſy is it with GOD to work 
Deliverance for his Servants, . againſt, or 


without Means and Inſtruments ! Though 


GOD uſually worketh by Means, yet 


ie can go out of the ordinary Courle 

of his -Providence, and work contrary 

to them, or without them, as he plea- 

es, GOD can go againſt the ordina- 
_ 


ry 


\ 
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ry Courſe of Nature,. or the natural 
Operation of ſecond Cauſes, to fulfil 


his Deſigns, and bring about his Pur- 
poſes. He that at firſt put thoſe Vir- 


tues and Powers into ſecond Cauſes, 
which they are endowed withal, can ea- 


ſily ſtrip them of their Efficacy, or 


put a new Vigour and Strength into 
them, which they naturally have not. 


How did he make the voracious Raven 
to part with his Food for the Support 
of his Servant Elijah? 1 Kings XVII. 


. How. did he cauſe the Walls of 
Jericho to fall down at the Blaſt of 


 Rams-Horns ? Jof. VI. 20. He is able 


to accompliſh Deliverance for his Ser- 


vants, when there are no Means uſed, 


none that have a natural Operation to 
bring about ſuch an end: He can 
ſtretch forth his Arm, and is able, by 
the Strength of his own Right Hand, 
fo pluck them as Brands ont of the 


Burning, and reſcue them out of the 
Hands of them that hate em: He need} 
but ſpeak the Word, and it ſhall be 
done. The Iron Gate will fly open ol 


its own Accord, at the Command of 


600, to grant a Deliverance to hi 


Servant Peter out of Priſon, Act. XII 
10. Theſe things ſufficiently illuſtrate 
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and confirm this Truth, that GOD is 


able to deliver them that ſerve him. 


1 probes to make 0190 Improve- 


ment of what has been ſaid. 


1. 1 G0 able to deliver them that 
ſerve him? How terrible mu. the Thoughts 


of this be, to thoſe that are at Enmity a- 
gainſt God aud his People. Every wilful 


Sinner is an Enemy to God, Rom. VIII. 
7. The carnal mind is enmity againſt God, 
for it is not ſubject to the lau of God. The 
carnal Mind diſcovers its Enmity a- 
gainſt GOD, in its want of Subjection 
to his Law, which is holy, juſt and 
good. Now, as God is able to deliver 
vs that ſerve him out of the Hands 
of their Enemies, be they never ſo ma- 
ny and great, fo he is able to inflict the 
deſerved Puniſhment upon all that are 
in a State of Enmity againſt him; how 
truly terrible muſt it then needs be to 
the guilty Sinner, to think ſeriouſly of 
the Almi ghty Power of GOD? Well 
may it make his Fleſh tremble, and his 
Heart to melt in the midſt of his 
Powels, to think what an Enemy tre 
hath Airr'd. up, and what an Avenger 
is in Purſuit after him. For though he 
a . 3 | TOW 
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now mocks at Fear, and laughs at the 


Sound of the Threatning, though he | 


ruſheth on as into the Battle againſt 
the Almighty, trampling upon the Au- 
thority, and violating the Laws of God, 
yer let him know, and be aſſur'd of 
it, that he does but run upon the thick 
| Boſſes. of the Buckler of the Almighty, 
to his own utter Ruin and Confuſion; 
for all his Efforts ſhall not be able to 
weaken the Divine Arm, nor his colle- 
cted Strength to ſtay the Hand of the 
_ moſt High, when it is lifted up to ſmite 
him. Earthly Monarchs may want 
Power to puniſh a bold Offender, and 
a Combination of Rebels may be too 
ſtrong for them; a David may com- 
plain, Theſe ſons of Zerviah are too hard 
' for me; but GOD cannot want Power 
to puniſh the greateſt and moſt daring 
Sinner, nor can the Combination of 
all the Wicked of the Earth prevail a- 
 gairfft him. As he ſhews himſelf ſtrong 
on the Behalf of thoſe whoſe Hearts are 
perfect towards him, to accompliſh De- 
liverance for them, ſo he will make his 
Power to be known on the Veſlels of 
his Wrath, in the Day when he ſhall 
ariſe to execute Vengeance upon the 
Wicked, and Puniſhment upon the 
People 


r T STI 


People that diſobey his Laws. How 


miſerable then muſt the Condition of 


the Wicked of the Earth be, who have 
this ſtrong and all powerful G OD for 


their Enemy; for it is utterly impoſſi- | 


ble for them to eſcape, in the Day when 


He will execute his Wrath upon them, 


and pour out his Anger like Fire : There 
is none can deliver out of his hand, Job X. 
When a Nebuchaduezzar ſhall caſt a 


Servant of GOD into a fiery Furnace, 


he may vauntingly fay, No is that God 


that ſhall deliver out of my hands ? and yet 


our God 1s able to deliver them that 


ſerye him, from his Rage and Cruelty; 
but when God himſelf ſhall. caſt the 


Wicked of the Earth into Hell, moſt 


intenſly heated by his fierce Indignation 
and Wrath, and where the Flame is 


inextinguiſnable, there is none in Earth 


or Heaven that ſhall be able to deliver 
out of his Hands. O what are poor 


Potſherds of the Earth, Worms of the 


Duſt, that they ſhould vainly imagine, 


that they can ſtand it out againſt that 
GOD, who ſitteth on the Circle of the 


Heavens, and before Whom, all Na- 
tions are but as Graſhoppers; GOD 


will make them to feel the Effects of 
"40 
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his Power and Wrath in Hell, who will 


go on in Contempt of him and his Laus. 5 
And this will make Hell to be moſt ter- 


rible, that there is the Wrath of an 
Almighty, which burns with moſt ama- 


ing Fierceneſs, accompany d with in- 
finite Strength and Power, to hold the 
guilty Creature in endleſs Durance, 


and fix him irrevocably in the Place of 
Torment, beyond a Poſſibility of eſca- 
ping. Wrath without Power might 


poſſibly be evaded, but where there is 


an - Infinity of Power in Con junction 
with inexpreſſible Wrath, how unavoid- 
able is the Puniſnment? how exquiſite 
and interminable muſt the Miſery needs 


be? Verily, "Tis 'a fearful thing to fall 
into the Hands of the Livivg Gd? 


And I might add; this Doctrine as 
-eerribly upon the Enemies of G O D's 
"Servants ; they that hate them, and 
perſecute them for Righteouſneſs Sake, 
would do well to conſider, that the God 
that is able to deliver: his Servants, is 
able alſo to avenge their Blood, and 
retaliate all the Miſchief and Spite of 
their Adverſaries; he can lift up him- 
ſelf, as Judge 6f the: Earth, and render 
2:4] e a 
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a Reward unto the Proud; and great 
| Reaſon have they to fear that he will 
do ſo. But I paſs to ſay, 


2. This Doctrine may ſerve to teach 
us, That we ſhould not fear Man, but God. 
For if GOD is able to deliver them 


that ſerve him out of the Hands of the 


moſt powerful Enemies, then there is 


but little Reafon why we ſhould fear 


Man, who, if GOD pleaſe, ſhall not 
be able to do us the leaſt Hurt; but 
there is all imaginable Reaſon for us to 


fear GOD, leſt he ſhould become our 


Enemy, and give us up to the Will of 
thoſe that plot Miſchief againſt us. 


1. This teaches us Mot to fear Man. 1 


do not mean, that we ſhould not main- 


tain ſuch a cautionary Fear of Man, as 
ſhall put us upon our guard, leſt we 
give any juſt Occaſion of Offence to 


any, and ſuch a reverential Fear of Man 


as ſhall excite us to pay the civil Honours 
and Reſpects that are due to every one 


in their ſeveral Stations and Relations; 


but that we ought not ſo to fear Man, as 
from the Apprehenſions of what they 
may do tous, to be influenc'd to any thing 
that is contrary to the known Eaws of 


GOD. 
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GOD. For the Will and Power of 
Man is limited, and bounded by the 
infinitely ſuperior Will and Power of 
GOD, who brings Princes to nothing, 
and maketh the Judges of the Earth 
Vanity. Ceaſe. then from Man, for 
how unreaſonable is it that he ſhould 
be feared, whoſe Breath is in his No- 
ſtrils, his Breath goeth forth, he dieth, | 

and that very Day all his -Thoughts | 
periſh : All his Thoughts of Evil againſt | 
us ceaſe with his Breath; and what 
Hurt then can he do unto us! Surely . 
no Fear of Man ſhould move us at any | 
time to negle& a known Duty, but we 17 
ſhould ſtill attend our Duty, let who - | of 
will threaten, and leave it with GOD 
to preſerve us: Daniel did ſo. Nor OF, 
ſnould any Fear of Man drive us to do . 
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a ſinful Action, but we ſhould reſolve * 
with our ſelves not to comply with the F 
Deſire or Command of any to commit fl 
Sin, though it ſhould be enforc'd' upon len 
us with the heavieſt temporal Penalty: a 
Ihe Three Children did ſo. For tho uf 
Men may threaten us, what they will Ibis 
do unto us, yet they are not able to ſeer 


accompliſh their Threatning, but our 
GOD can quench the Fire of the Fur- 
nace, and the Fire of the Piſtol levell'd In 
TELLS) at 


I bours particularly, with Reſolutions 
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at our Heads or Breaſts; he can turn 
away the Sword from us, can ſtay the 


Hand that is lifted up to ſmite us, and 


wither the Arm in a Moment that ſens 5 


refolv'd to deftroy, if we will not do 
ſuch or ſuch a wicked thing: Why then 
ſhould we fear what Man can do unto 


us! Hence ſaid GOD by his Prophet, 5 


Ja. LI. 12, 13. Who art thou, that thou 


ſhouldeſt be afraid of a man, that ſhall die, 
and of the ſon of man, which ſhall be made 


as graſs ; and forgetreſt the Lord thy Ma- 
ker, that hath ſtreteh'd forth the Heavens, 


and laid' the foundations of the Earth ; and. 
haſt feared continually every, day, becauſe 
of the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he were 
ready to deſtroy * and where is the fury of 
the oppreſſor ? How ſhould this Thought 


arm our Sea-faring Brethren and Neigh- 


nor to fear Man, if at any time they 
fall into the Hands of the Sons of Vio- 
lence, who not only entice, but threa- 


Iten a preſent Death, in cafe of a Re- 
fuſal to comply with them, in their im- 
pious and unrighteous Ways! | You have 


ſeen that our God is able t to deliver. 


22 ſhould reach us to | tb G O D. 


If G OD be able to deliver his Ser- 


3 vants, 


P n . 
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vants, then we ſhould fear the Lord 


and his Goodneſs, that when we are 


endanger d, we may experience his kind 
Protection. He is as able to kill and 
deſtroy, as to deliver and ſave alive, 
and therefore ſhould we fear him; yea, 
he is able to deſtroy not only our Bo- 


dies, but our Souls too in Hell for 


ever: How greatly then is he to be 
feared ? Thus Our SAVIOUR argues, 
Mat. X. 28. Fear not them which hal} the 
body, but are not able to kill the ſoul ; but 
rather fear him which is able to deſtroy both 
foul and body in hell, The Lord is a great 
God, and a great King above all "Gala 

his Name is dreadful ; he can give 
Commiſſion te, and arm the leaſt of his 
Creatures to hurt and deſtroy us; he 
has innumerable Ways to deſtroy, as 
well as to deliver ; and the ſame mighty 
Power that can preſerve us, can alſo 


bring us to the Duſt of the Earth; 


therefore ſhould we ſtand in awe of him, 
and not Sin. Hence ſays the Prophet, 
Jer. X. 6, 7. Foraſmuch as there is none 
Eke unto thee, O Lord, Thou art great, and 
thy Name is great in "Mizbt, who will nut 
fear thee, O King of Nations ? for to thee 
doth it appertain, And thus we find 


Darius, after the ſignal Deliverance 


wrought 
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wrought for Daniel, iſſuing his Royal 
Proclamation in ſuch Terms, Dan. VI. 


26. I male a Decree, that in every Domi- 


nion of my: Kingdom Men tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel; for. he is the 


living God, and ſtedfaſt for ever. 


3. This teaches us to put our Truſt in 


— 


God. Our God is able to deliver: To 


whom then ſhould we repair for Shel- 
ter in an evil Day, but unto the Lord 
our God, whoſe Name is a ftrong 


Tower, whereunto the Righteous run, 


and are ſafe! 'The Ability of God to 


help us is the Foundation of our Truſt : 
Iſa. XXVI. 4. Truſt ye in the Lord for 
ever, for in the Lord FEHOVAH is 


everlaſting Strength. The Power of God 
ſhould encourage us to truſt in him at 


all times, in all our Straits and Diffi- 


culties. He is able to ſupply all our 
Wants for us, therefore ſhould we not 


doubt his Power, or ſay with incredu- 
lous Iſrael of old, Can the Lord ſpread a 
Table for us in the Wilderneſs? Can he 


give us Bread and Fleſh to eat? But we 
ſhould make known our Wants to him, 
and leave it with him to carve out for 
us what Portion of theſe things he 

—— pPlwGKkleaſes, 
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pleaſes. He is able to deliver us from 
our Fears; therefore at what Time we 
are afraid, we ſhould place our Truſt 
in him, and recall our fainting Spirits 
in the Language of the Pſalmiſt, Why 
art thou caſt down, O my Soul ? Hope thou 


in God, He is able to bring us out of 
all our Diſtreſſes; therefore let our 


Caſe look never ſo deſperate, we ſhould 
guard againſt all Deſpondency, and 
all finful Compliances with the Entice- 
ments of wicked Men, and caſt our 


Burden upon the Lord, who is a pre- 


ſent Help in Times of Trouble. Thus 
ay the three Children, He is abJe—— 
and he will deliver us; ſuch is their Con- 
fidence, Hope, and Truſt in God. And 
we ſhould learn to truſt in God, when 
we have only his almighty Power to re- 
ly upon; I mean, when we can fee no 
likely human Methods to procure us 
what we want, or work Deliverance 
for us. What poffible Ground for 
Hope and Truſt had the three Children 
from Men and Means, when caſt into 


the fiery Furnace ? Where could they 


look among all the Creatures of God, 
and ſee the leaſt Glimmerings of Hope 
to eſcape the Violence of the Flame? 
But when all Hope and Help mY us 

85 from 


d; 


People from all Danger. 135 "I 
from the Creature, yet ſtill we have || 
the infinite Power of God to betake - 
our ſelves to; he is then able to ſave - 
us, and beſtow- the Bleſſing upon us. 
Thus to have our Hope and Truft pla- | 
ced in God, as able to deliver and help = 
us, will be the moſt likely Way to pre- | 
ſerve the inward Peace of our own. 

Minds; and make us all calm and ſe- 

date within, when all things without 

us are thrown into Tempeſt and Con- 

fuſion. For happy is he whoſe Hope is in 
the Lord his God, which made Heaven and | 
Earth, the Sea, and all that therein is; | 

pal. CXEVI. 1. He will keep him in. 

perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtayed on him, 

becauſe he truſteth in him; Iſa. XXVI. 
. 3 Oo 5 | | | i 
en 2 
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4. This ſbould teach us to become the true 
is Servants of God, Our God, whom we | 
ſerve, is able to deliver us, ſay they. | 
dor But if we are not the ſincere Servants 
of God, we can have no good Grounds 3 
to hope, that he will make bare his 1 
Arm, and ſhew us his Salvation, : For | 1 
God is angry with the Wicked every = 
4 „, and thoſe that walk in Diſobe- = 


ience to him, and trample upon his 
s uss, have reaſon to fear leſt his 
from A Power. 
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pleaſes. He is able to deliver us from 
our Fears; therefore at what Time we 
are afraid, we ſhould place our Truſt 
in him, and recall our fainting Spirits 
in the Language of the Pſalmiſt, Why 
art thou caſt rom, O my Sul? Hope thou 
in God. He is able to bring us out of 


all our Diſtreſſes; therefore let our 


Caſe look never ſo deſperate, we ſhould 
guard againſt all Deſpondency, and 


all finful Compliances with the Entice- 


ments of wicked Men, and caſt our 


Burden upon the Lord, who is a pre- 


ſient Help in Times of Trouble. Thus 

ſay the three Children, He is able 
—_ he will deliver us; fack i is their Con- 
fidence, Hope, and Truft in God. And 
we ſhould learn to truſt in God, when 
we have only his almighty Power to re- 
ly upon; I mean, when we can fee no 
likely human Methods to rocure us 
what we want, or work Deliverance 
for us. What poſſible Ground for 
Hope and Truſt had the three Children 
rs Men and Means, when caſt into 
the fiery Furnace? Where could they 
look among all the Creatures of God, 
and ſee the leaſt Glimmerings of Hope 


to eſcape the Violence of the Flame 


Bur when all Ps and Help fails us 
from 
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from the Creature, yet ſtill we have | 
the infinite Power of God to betake 
our ſelves to; he is then able to ſave 
us, and beſtow- the Bleſſing upon us. 
Thus to have our Hope and Truft pla- 
ced in God, as able to deliver and help | 
us, will be the moſt likely Way to pre- = 
ſerve the inward Peace of our oun 
Minds, and make us all calm and ſe- 
date within, when all things without 
us are thrown into Tempeſt and Con- 
fuſion. For happy is he whoſe Hope is in i 
the Lord his God, which made Heaven and — 
Earth, the Sea, and all that therein is; A 
Plal. CXLVI. 1. He will keep him in 
perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtayed on him, 
becauſe he truſteth in him; Iſa. XXVI l 
nl RP [2-01 LT, i 


4. This ſbould teach us to become the true. 
Servants of God, Our God, whom we (| 
ſerve, is able to deliver us, ſay they. 9 
r But if we are not the ſincere Servants, 3 

of God, we can have no good Grounds Y 
to hope, that he will make bare his 
Arm, and ſhew us his Salvation, : For 
at God is angry with the Wicked every | 

N, and thoſe that walk in Diſobe- Y 
ence to him, and trample upon his = 
10 Laws, have reaſon to fear leſt his 
rom PIR ws M-2 : Power 
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Power ſhould be manifeſted in inflict- 
ing very heavy Judgments upon them, 
and the worſt that they feel in this. 


Life, be but the Beginning of Sorrows: 


to them; bur the Lord taketh Pleaſure 


in the Proſperity of his Servants, and- 
is ready to gird himſelf with Strength, 
and come and ſave them. This Con- 
fideration then fhould excite us to be- 
come the ſincere and faithful Servants of- 
the Moſt High God; this ſhould put us 
all upon a ſerious devoting of our ſelves 
to his Service, and a fixed Reſolution to 


employ all our Powers for him, that I 


we may glorify him with our Bodies 
and our Spirits, which are the Lord's. 
This ſhould make us exceeding careful 
to approve and do the good, perfect, 
acceptable Will of God, that we may 
walk in all Well-peaſing before him. 
This ſhould make us to delight our- 


cepts concerning all things to be right, 
and to hate every falſe Way. This 
ſhould make us frequent, earneſt, and 
importunate in our Prayers to God, 
that we may honour him in an Acknow- 
ledgment of our Dependance upon him. 
This ſnould make us diligent, ſerious, 
and devout in our Attendance urg 


ſelves in his Law, to eſteem his Pre- 


the publick Duties of Religion in the 
our God. 
This ſnould put us upon an hearty and 

unreſerved Dedication of our ſelves 


Houſe and Ordinances 


to God in Chriſt Jeſus, . chooſing this 
God for our God, this Redeemer for 


our Saviour, upon his own Terms, and 
in his own Way. This ſhould make 
us ready to lay our ſelves. out in the 


Service of Chriſt, being willing to ſpend 


and be ſpent for him, and. to do all 
we can for the Honour of the Name 


of Chriſt, and the Intereſt of his King- 


dom in the World. + Yea, this ſnould 
make us willing to ſuffer any thing, to 
undergo any Hardſnips, to be expoſed 
to any Death rather than to ſin againſt 
God. Thus .ſhould we become the 
true Servants of God, and then may 
we quietly hope and patiently wait for 


the Salvation of God... 


_ Laſtly. Has God at any time-grant- - 
ed Deliverance. to us? Let us then give 


unto the Lord the Glory. All our Deli- 


verances of every kind come from God, 
who is the God of Salvation, and 


therefore unto him ſhould we © aſcribe 
the Glory. Thus, Has God wrought 


Deliverance for us, when in a Time of 7 
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Sickneſs he has preſerved us from the: 
noiſome Peſtilence, or 'Taiſed: us up. 
when we were brought low? Has God 
delivered us from Shipwrack. in 'Times: 
of Storm and Tempeſt, and ſtilled the 
proud Waves of the Sea for us, and. 
brought us to our deſired Haven? 
Has he preſerved us from falling a. 
Prey into the Hands of barbarous 
Enemies, when we have been greatly. 
endangered by them, or delivered us. 
from Captivity to them that hated us? 
And eſpecially, Has he reſcued any of 
us from the Hands of Pirates, thoſe 


evil and bloody Men, where our Life 


has hung continually in Doubt, and the: | 


Snares of Death have compaſſed us, 


and our better Intereſt has been in. the 


utmoſt Danger of being loſt for ever? 
Upon all ſuch Deliverances let us call 


upon our Souls, and all that is within 
us, to bleſs his holy Name. See then | 
the Hand of God in accompliſhing all | 
for us, acknowledge and praiſe his 
Power and Goodneſs to us in all. Let 
our glad Hearts adore him, while with | 
our Lips we ſpeak well of his Name, | 
and in our Lives we endeavour to make 
Returns anſwerable to the Benefits we | 

have received; and carefully pay our 

3555 ork Vous 
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Vows. to the Lord, which our Mouth 
hath uttered, or Heart purpoſed in 
the Day of our Diftreſs. Thus we 
find Jonah after his ſignal hy e 


as from the Belly of Hell, ſaying, 7 


will ſacrifice unto thee with the Voice of 


Phankſgiving ; ; I -will pay that I have 


ved; See is o the Lord. Jonah 


II. 91 


our Wonder and our Joy. 
My dear Child, 


We Rind amazed- at what God has- 
done for you, and receive you as a 
Monument of the Divine Power, and a 
Miracle of Mercy. We are loſt in the- 


Meditation on the Wonders and Tri- 


umphs of the Power and Goodneſs of 
God to you. In you we fee, that our 
God whom we ſerve is able to deliver 
out 'of the fiery Furnace, and from the 


Den of Lions. In you we ſee, that 
nothing is too hard for the Lord, and 
that 'tis not in vain for us to call upon 


him. In you we ſee, that there is room ; 
for us to truſt to the Arm of the ſtrong. 
God to help us, when there 1s not the- 


leaſt rational Proſpe& from the Crea- 


ture. In you we ſee, that 'tis ſafeſt 


| running 


aid now ſuffer me to addreſs my- 
ſelf particularly to that young Man, 
who is here before the Lord this. Day 


= — —U— — OY 
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rather than to provoke God by join- 


r ——— eons > oo > ern ND 


running the Riſque of incurring. the 


utmoſt Rage and Fury of Men, by de- 


nying all ſinful Compliances with them, 


ing with them in their pernicious.., 
Ways.. e Nett in 
We cannot but hope, that. there 


vuvere ſome Diſpoſitions in you to ſerve 


God before you were carried away 


_ Captive by a Crew. of Pirates, almoſt . 


three Years-ago; and allow me to ſay, 


baſely ungrateful, and deeply guilty be- 
 yond almoſt any Man in the World will 


you be, if now you do not become one 


of the moſt humble, holy, faithful, ac- 


tive Servants .of God, To you there- 


fore let my Counſel be acceptable. this . 


Day. 


I. Seriouſiy reflect on the Wonders that. 
Cod has wrought for you. Often call to 
Mind the amazing Inſtances of the 


{ 
l 
] 
Goodneſs. and Power of God, which | r 
you have had Experience of while you v 

a 

b 


have been a Captive and an Ancho- 


rite ; and as you call them to Mind, b 
and have Opportunity, pen them down, | 1: 
that you may always have them by . 
yau, your Monitor and your Encou- | in 
rage ment. 1 n 
Particularly, * 
1. Think what God has delivered you. 
from. 
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From. Think what Society you are freed: 
from, ſuch as you and we juſtly eſteem 


the worſt of Men upon all accounts; Men 
of a flerce Countenance and Temper, 
full of Malige, Rage and Blood, with. 


| whom the almoſt conſtant noiſy Revel-. 
Ungs, and perpetual Din of Madneſs, 


baniſhed every ſocial Virtue, and ren- 
dered you confined to an Herd of Wild 


Eeaſts; among whom alſo the prodigi-. 


ous Defiances of Heaven, and amazing 


Aſſurances of their. own Damnation 
(were it not that I might add Drun- 


kenneſs to their other Vices) gave you 
the livelieſt Picture of Hell, and ren- 
dered your Companions no better than 


Devils incarnate. 


Think alſo how many have been the 
Deaths you have eſcaped. You have 
been in Perils by Water, in Perils. by. 
Land, and in Deaths oft; more, it 
may be, than your preſerved Friend, 
whom we received with Joy ſometime. 
ago. Think how God preſerved you, 
by reſtraining the bloody Men from. 
laying violent Hands upon you, when- 
you fo often refuſed to join with them. 
in their evil Courſes; how you eſcaped: 
being taken a ſecond time and 7 
ing Death, by your being providential- 
ly removed a. little Diſtance from ſuch 

92 | 428 
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as had been your Companions. for a+ 


while; how God delivered you when. 
you were as. a Mark ſet up to ſhoot at, 
and though the Bullets. flew thick a- 


round you, yet none of them were ſuf- 
fered to harm you; how you have 
eſcaped the Dangers that threatened. 


you from the- venomous. Beaſts of the- 


Land, and the devouring Monſters. of 
| the Sea. | | ED 


Call to mind the ſignal Care of God: 


manifeſted to you, while you were a- 


lone in a deſolate uninhabited Iſland 
for about nine Months together ; and: 


that when you were juft ready to pe- 
riſn under your Weakneſs and Wounds, 


and the great Rains of the approaching 
Winter, how marvellouſly did God 


| ſend a Man do- you, as it were an An- 
gel from Heaven; to help you in your 


xtremity to Firing, and ſome other 
Neceſſaries of Life, which you were 
deſtitute of; and by which means you 


were better able to ſhift for a Living 


for near ſeven Months after, when you 


were again alone; and after that un- 


expected Company came to take up 
their Abode with you, what Civilities 


God moved them to ſhew to you. 


2. Think upon the Manner of your De- 
liverance. The Manner of your Deli- 
| Verance 


| OY 
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verance has been filled with wonderful 
Interpoſitions of Divine Providence; 
and you may plainly ſee, that nothing 
hort of the Arm of God, which alone 
doth marvellous Things without Num- 
ber, has wrought Salvation for you. 
Whence elſe is it, that the Fire of the 
Piſtol, levelled at your Head, ſhould be 
three times going, ' extinguiſhed, but 
readily enough kindled into a Diſ- 
charge, when the fourth time its Aim 
was directed from yo. ES 
How ftrangely were Matters over- 
ruled for your firſt going aſhoar, when 
the Chieftain of that mad Crew you 
were among had ſo often ſwore yon 
ſhould never go till he did! His Re- 
vellings on Shoar proves the Means of 
your Eſcape. „„ | 
And when you had taken a ſmall | 
Tour, from the more conſtant Place of 
your Refidence, with two or three of 
thoſe Companions that had lately come 
to you to another Ifland, at a ſmall Di- 
ſtance off, what a Sheltering of you was 
this from the Fury of unreaſonable 
Men, who would undoubtedly have de- 
ſtroyed you, at the ſame time they 
took the Reſidue of your Companions. J... 
And at laſt, what a plain Interpoſi- 
tion of Providence was it, that by a 
mighty 
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mighty and contrary Wind, thoſe Veſ- 
ſels ſhould be driven near to your de- 
ſolate Habitation, and by the Want of 
Water, be put upon ſending into your 
Harbour, in which you had an Oppor- 
tunity of returning from your Capti- 
vity and Baniſhment, to your native 
Land? Truly 'tis the Lord's Doings, Fi 
and it is 'marvelous in our Eyes. [ 
2. And nou pay your Acknowledgments to Ft 
60D, by. ſpeaking and living to his Praiſe, III 
Surely you ought to ſpeak well of the JC 
Name of GOD, and praiſe his Power, Ito 
tell of all his Wonders which you have we 
ſeen, utter the Memory of his great Ilir 
Goodneſs, and ſing his Praiſe. Let fal 
nothing ever proceed out of your Lips J-( 
that ſnall caſt the leaſt Diſnonour upon 
| the Name of GOD, but remember 
1 | Nebuchadnezzar's Decree after the De- oic 
' liverance of the Three Children, Dax. 
1 III. 29. 1 make a decree, ſays he, That 
every People, Nation and Language, which $5 w 
ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt the G O Dat 
Shadrach, 8c. ſhall be cut in pieces, and It 
their houſes ſhall be made . a duughill ; ſo Nha. 
ſpake natural Conſcience ; and in it} W. 
you ſee what they deſerve that blaſ-F'e ] 
pheme the Name of GOD, Fur 
GOD has. preſerv'd your Soul inf ac 
Life, by his kind Viſitation, now give 
* b 


have lifted up our Cry to GOD on 


— 


him the Praiſe by living to his Glory. 
We doubt not but you have often call'd 
upon the Name of the Lord, (we alſo 


your Behalf) the Lord hath heard the 
Voice of your Supplication, your Groan- 
ing hath come up before him, and he 
hath ſent forth his Word, and drawn 


you out of the Pit, and redeemed you 


rom the Hand of your Enemies, and 


| 

. 
* 
* 
8 
n 
er 


je- 


an. 
hat 
ich 


from a ſtrange Land, and turned your 


Captivity, as the Streams of the South, 
to the unexpected Refreſnment of the 


Iweary Soul; and now it becomes you to 


live a Life of Thankfulneſs, in a grate- 


fal Obedience to all the Commands of 
GOD, reſpecting your Maker, and your 


Fellow- Creatures; that by exerciſing 
your ſelf always to have a Conſcience 


Foid of Offence both towards GOD, 


nd towards Man, you may ſhew forth 


lively Inſtance of the Grace of GOD, 
s well as be a Monument of his Power; 


7 of Fat Praiſe may redound unto the Name 


an t GOD, in the Churches, by the 


ſo Thankſgiving of many on your Behalf. 
\ ir} Wherefore watch againſt all Sin, even 


{ inÞ! addict you to, and be not drawn a- 
gives — | way 


h1 


our Age and. Company may moſt of 
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Months, you had a long and peculia! 
Time to converſe with GOD, and you! 
" own Soul, and every Day was as a Sab 


batifl 


„„ 


way by the evil Example and Entice- 
ments of others. 35 27 
Take the Word of G OD for the 


Rule of your Walk, and let it be your 


Care daily to read it, ſeriouſly to me- 
ditate on it, and govern your ſelf in 


your whole Deportment by it, that or- 


dering your Steps according to that 


Word, your Way may be cleanſed, 


your Path may be ſhining, and your 


Walk pleaſant. 


Let the Deliverance of your Body 


lead you to Jeſus Chriſt, to perfect 
Redemption for your Soul; ſee your 
ſelf in an undone, miſerable State and 


Condition while a Stranger to him, and 
a Captive to Sin, Satan and the World; 


and earneſtly cry to him for Help, and 
ſubject your ſelf 


to him, according to 
the Laws of the Goſpel, caſting your 
Soul upon him, relying upon him alone 


for Righteouſneſs and Salvation, and fol- 
lowing of him in the Regeneration ; and 
by a holy Life let all Men ſee, that yo 
are truly his Servant, who hath looſe 
your Bonds. N 


While yon were alone for fo man 
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Pſal. CXVI. 12, 13, 14. What 
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bath to you, wherein your Thoughts 
were chiefly reſtrained to GOD and 
Nature; let it now be your Care to 
maintain an holy Walk with GOD, in 
your daily Converſe with him in the 


Duties of Religion, and devoutly ſan- 


ctify the Lord's Day, as a ſpecial Day 
of Reſt and Rejoycing to you, both up- 


on a ſpiritual and temporal Account. 
1 will only further commend to you 


two or three Texts of Scripture for 
your ſerious Conſideration, viz. Prov. 


XIII. 20. He that walketh with wiſe men 


ſhall be wiſe, but a companion of fools ſhall 

be deſtroyed Another Text is that, 
ſpall 1 
render unto the Lord for all his benefits to- 

wards me? I will take the cup of ſalvation 
and call upon the name of the Lord; I will 
pay my Vows unto the Lord. — The laſt I 


mall mind you of is that, Ezra IX. 13, 14. 


After all that is come upon us for our evil 
deeds, ſeeing thou our God haſt given us ſuch 
deliverance as this ; ſhould we again break 

thy commandments, —wouldſt thou not be an- 
gry with us, till thou haſt conſumed us, ſo 


that there ſhould be no remnant or eſcaping ? 


And O joyful Parents! (who have 
been in Anguiſh of Spirit for this your 


RY >on, and have travelled in Pain a ſe- 


\ cond 


| ee ee, bj . 
© cond timefor him, mourni g in > Wen: 
© neſs of your Souls, a this your 
= Joſeph was not) behold-the Lord Fer 
look'd upon you, he hath confider'd 


your Affliction, and turned again his | 


Captivity, ſurprizing. you with the un- 
expected, but joyful Acclamation, that 
this your Son, which was dead, is alive; 
he was loſt, but is found. How were 
you like them that dream; when the 
Evening before the laſt Lord's Day 
he e ee r came upon you, and 
brought the welcome Tidings of his 
Safety, and his Arrival among yon. And 
ſhall not you alſo endeavour a more 
holy, watchful, fruitful Life and Con- 
verfation ? Sure I am, GOD expects 
it from you. Well then, carefully ren- 
der. unto the Lord anſwerable to the 
diſtinguiſhing Benefits vou. have xecei- 
ved from him; and unitean. that Dox- 
ology, Eph. III. 20, 21. Now unto hiin 
that is able to do exceediug alundanily above 
all that we ask or think, according to the 
i power that worketh in us, unto him be glory 

in the Church by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout. all 
ages, world without end, AMEN. 
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